o . o
g&g | Ot e
s Marhabtain!

The Official Newsletter of the Friends of Jordan Association Fall 2005

Reacting and Responding to the Attacks in Amman

In addition to those who were directly involved, the November 9th bombings at several prominent Jordanian
hotels had a tremendous impact on people across the world. Most current and former Peace Corps Volunteers
and Staff, as well as Friends of Jordan members, still maintain a connection to Jordan and we were relieved to
learn that none of the 58 Peace Corps Volunteers was directly affected by the attacks. Yet many of the local
Jordanian Peace Corps staff had friends and relatives among the victims and we offer our condolences to them.
In Jordan, many people have responded to the attacks by gathering to demonstrate unity in the face of those
who seek chaos and division. The government has also tightened security throughout the country and
expressed its fervent condemnation of such terrorism. Jordan’s leaders have done an exceptional job of
providing order and focus and even counseling at this difficult time.

From far away, however, it is often difficult to know how to respond to something of this magnitude. Many
people were able to sign a book of condolences at the Jordanian Embassy in Washington DC. Others follow
the news and check-in with those who share their connection to Jordan. And, although things may seem
different now, we will maintain our support for and connection to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan while its
people will do their best to continue living their lives.

Allison Freedman, Newsletter Editor

Program Coordinator’'s Corner: Launch of the Small Inside This Issue
Grants Program Programming Update  p.1

Current PCV Profile p.2
Exciting news to report: Friends of Jordan officially launched the Small Financial U_pdate p.2
Grants Program in early October! And we have already received our first RPCV Profile p.3
two grant applications! Hotlinks p.4

Member Updates p.5
A big thanks to everyone who has helped so far to put the small grants Membershlp Form p.6
program together, especially those who have already donated their time to Officer Elections p. 5
review applications. And | would like to echo my request from the

previous newsletter: If you want to become more involved, please consider
reviewing grant applications. A review should take less than an hour and FOJ WEBSITE
simply requires evaluating the proposal to see if it meets the standards that
FOJ has established. | will contact you each time to confirm your COMING
availability so there is also opportunity to ‘pass’ if we call at an
inconvenient time. And, we aim for 100% electronic operation to keep to a SOON!
maximum 30-day-turnaround time from the (continued on page four )




Lynn Coulthard: A Peace Corps
Jordan ‘Volunteer of the Month’

I am one of those older volunteers having spent
close to thirty years in the classroom teaching first
and sometimes second grade. Being retired has
given me the opportunity to do some things I’ve
always wanted to do such as live in another culture.
I’ve always been a bit on the compassionate side, so
| wanted to be doing something for somebody while
I was enjoying the experience of living in a foreign
country, hence Peace Corps. The invitation to serve
in Jordan was a surprise, since | didn’t think PC had
any programs in the Middle East, but | accepted it
quickly and haven’t regretted it.

I am part of the TEFL program and teach English to
young girls in the Girls’ Basic School in Jeddeidah,
Madaba. Last year, | taught the 2" and 5™ graders
as well as the children at the pre-school. For two
summers, | have supervised a Summer Camp for the
girls at the school. This past summer, about thirty
girls from the village attended, some graduates from
last year’s camp and some girls from the pre-school.
I had several high-school girls helping me with the
camp. The purpose of the camp was not just to teach
English, but to give the girls a chance to experience
some different kinds of activities. This summer,
they did some sewing, some photography, some
cooking, and lots of art. They also got the chance to
work at the computers that arrived at the school last
spring in addition to learning how to play football,
basketball, and volleyball. It was a full month.

Presently, I am working on establishing a
community club of sorts in a building designed for
youth development, which means boys. The club
has been open for about a month and has been well-
attended by girls, boys, men, and women. Of course
the girls have their days and the boys have theirs.
Activities at the club include English, art, sports, and
soon, for the women, sewing. Working and living in
this culture can be very frustrating and exasperating,
but when 1I’m enroute to school or the club and little
people start emerging from the olive groves with
greetings in English like “Hi, Ms. Lynn. How are
you” and join me on the walk, it’s very gratifying,
and | am glad to be here
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Teaching: J7 PCV Lynn Coulthard, Jeddeidah Primary School
Summer Camp July 2004. Photo by Lisa Mirande-Lind

Treasurer’s Update

I am delighted to announce that because of the
generosity of several of our members and a non-
member, we have $1400 to start the small grants
program! We would like to thank Kathleen
Sheridan, Aysha Ghadiali, Bernadette Michel and
two anonymous donors for their contributions. We
have also just received our first grant requests. To
learn more about the small grants program we
are developing, see the article on page one or
contact David Rosenberg, our program
coordinator.

Expenses so far this year have been minimal—
mailing, financial matters, and reservation of a
domain name. Other upcoming expenses the Board
foresees include web server space for our soon-to-
be-launched web site and federal filing fees. Your
dues are important to the work of Friends of
Jordan—please renew or join today.

Camellia El-Antably, Secretary/Treasurer
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