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(Still) Getting Things Done: Empowering Women’s Community NGOs in Jordan

By Rob Mosrie

When I served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Jordan from 1998 to 2000, I was one of the volunteers in just the
second year of the program’s operation in Jordan (J2). One of the development issues that became apparent to
me during my service was that it was very difficult for grassroots NGOs to access grant funds and technical
assistance from donors. The lion’s share of foreign assistance in Jordan flows through what we call “Royal
NGOs.” These NGOs are all headed by members of the royal family. One could question how, in a Kingdom,
an organization headed by a member of the royal family is non-governmental, but let’s not get into that now.
A grassroots NGO differs from a “Royal NGO” in that its foundation includes local members of the
community who become registered members of the NGO and elect a board of directors and officers. If it
functions well, the organization should be continually accountable to these members and should seek to
implement projects that meet their needs.

Three years after finishing the Peace Corps I was pleased to find myself writing a proposal for a women’s
empowerment program in Jordan in my capacity as Regional Program Manager for ANERA (American Near
East Refugee Aid), an American NGO based in Washington DC dedicated to improving the lives of people in
the Middle East.

I made a successful case for implementing the women’s empowerment program with grassroots NGOs and it
has been very satisfying to see the program come to fruition over the past year and a half. With funding from
the Middle East Partnership Initiative we were able to train 50 grassroots women’s organizations on issues of
women’s empowerment, project design and implementation, and capacity building, and we’ve funded 20
innovative projects that have enabled women-led grassroots NGOs to implement new projects that benefit
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J4 Jennifer Peterson with her neighbor, Hamouda (a.k.a. “Kofi Annan,”) in Kufrabeel 2001. in Washington, DC.

Q&A with J4 Jennifer Peterson
By Kim Ross Beasley (J2)

In February, I had the pleasure of chatting with J4 volunteer, Jennifer Peterson, about her Peace Corps
experience. Even though we served only two years apart, they were very different years given the changing
political climate. I am happy to report that Jennifer had a wonderful Peace Corps experience and has even
found a job that allows her to travel back to Jordan from time to time. Read on for more!

Q: Tell me about yourself and why you decided to join Peace Corps.

A: Tam from Rockville, Maryland and studied Political Science and Spanish with a French minor from Bates
College in Lewiston, Maine. I joined Peace Corps two months after college graduation because of my interest
in international development work and I knew that Peace Corps would give me experience in this field.

Q: Why did you choose to go to Jordan?
A: Trequested to be placed in the Middle East/North Africa because I wanted to study and learn about a
different region of the world.

Q: What did you do in Jordan?

A: T'worked as an English teacher in Kufrabeel in northwest Jordan overlooking the Jordan Valley and the
northern West Bank. Kufrabeel has about five large tribes and is a farming village because of its good
agricultural land. It was also a new site for Peace Corps, so I was one of the first volunteers there. I taught at
a girls” school where I taught 3™ through 12" grade and had as many as 40 girls in one class!

Q: Can you tell me about a few memorable experiences while in Jordan?

A: Every day was pretty memorable. Mostly I miss my neighbors, especially Hamouda, who everyone called
Kofi Annan (mostly because of his diplomatic charisma in addition to a slight resemblance to Kofi himself).
He was 8 years old when I arrived and hung out constantly on my porch, bought groceries for me, and did
other odd jobs. In the summer time, when it was so hot that I had to sleep on my roof, I’d wake up at dawn to
him screaming “Jenny, are you awake yet!” from his roof across the street. Once I was sitting in my house
reading late one night, and I heard something on the porch. This was during a particularly tense period,
politically, so I yelled for my neighbors. All of the men came running to my house, and when they got to the
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