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A Visit to Jordan
By: Danni Tsai

I recently took all of my PTO to travel to Jordan and Turkey this past

July. It just so worked out that three other J-15s I served with (Matt, Will,

and Damen) were also able to fly out. We all had different purposes for

being there and arrived at different times, but we were able to meet

together for a long-awaited reunion. J15s arrived for PST in October

2011 and served from 2012-2014. This was my first time back to the

region in almost ten years and I was most excited to reconnect with all

the friends I’ve made and the students I’ve taught at Jordan University of

Science and Technology. 

I was able to spend the first couple of days with my good friend

Mohammad Al Issa, who was our J15 Group’s Language and Cultural

Facilitator (LCF). He currently lives in Amman with his wife and baby

boy, Jubran. Mohammad continues to fight the good fight and help with

the Syrian crisis through USAID.  

After a couple of days getting adjusted back to Jordan life, I was able to

recruit Mohammad’s brother Ibrahim, who is now the age I was when I

joined the Peace Corps, to join me on an excursion to hit all the main

tourist sites one more time. I rented a car, something we weren’t allowed

to do as PCVs, and drive in Jordan for the first time. I quickly learned

that lanes don’t really exist and some speed bumps tend to pop up

without warning. We stopped at the mosaics in Madaba, stayed at a

Bedouin camp in Wadi Rum, visited one of the seven wonders of the

world – Petra in Wadi Musa, and made it all the way down to the port of

Aqaba before driving up the Dead Sea Highway and stopping by for a

float a quick float at the lowest point on Earth. The heat was staggering

(well over 100 degrees) throughout our entire trip down south, but it was

worth it to see familiar sites again.

One unforgettable moment was a surprise visit to my homestay family.

What made this extraordinary was the fact that I didn’t have any of their

contact information or remember where the house was exactly located. I

spontaneously arrived at my host village, Al Hamra, at midnight with only

the first name of my host uncle and a picture of me with some of my host

sisters. I entered one of the dukans and asked for help, and before I
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knew it, there was a whole crowd gathered on their phones trying to help

me identify my host family. After answering a litany of questions, we

finally figured it out and I was on my way to see two of my host uncles. It

was ten years since I last saw them so we had a lot to catch up on. We

stayed up until late in the night drinking ghawa before finally saying

goodbye one more time. 

The rest of our time in Jordan was spent drinking tea, smoking hookah,

and eating at all of our favorite food. We reminisced about all of the

memories, good and bad, that we had during our time abroad. Our last

couple of days were spent in observation of Eid Al Adha. I went to the

local butcher in my old site in Al Husn and witness the sheep sacrifices

before heading over to the Al Issa family in Al Sareeh with the guys to

have one final meal together before we departed our own ways. 
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Updated Membership Model
By: Ken Finley

Over the past 18 months, in large part through the FOJ Board's 'Finding

Jordan Volunteers' Initiative, many former Jordan volunteers have been

found and added to our database. We have cleaned up and streamlined

our membership list and tried to keep up to date with changes in

membership contact information as new updates have been provided to

us by NPCA and each of you. However, as we were searching for the

nearly 600 former Jordan volunteers and staff members, we came to

realize that less than 1/10 of that number were current active members

of our group. Nearly double THAT number were expired members, many

of whom may not have known that they were no longer active members,

as the benefits of active and expired members are essentially the same.

We also had contact information for an additional 100 or so former

volunteers who we didn't have a record of having previously registered

as members. To be able to keep in touch with all of our contacts with

FOJ news and updates, these additional volunteers would need to be

added into our membership database and then everyone in our system,

active and expired members and general contacts would all be able to

receive and access the same information, including access to

newsletters, virtual reunions, and other outreach activities. As our

primary focus this year has been to boost our membership and find as

many former Jordan volunteers as possible, it seemed redundant to

spend time encouraging contacts we’d already found to renew their

memberships every year, and for existing members to be prompted to

'renew' their membership year after year. As our membership is and has

been free for several years now, there hasn't been a financial incentive

for Friends of Jordan to differentiate between active and expired

members. 
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For these reasons, last week Friends of Jordan converted all its existing

membership accounts on a trial basis to permanent or lifetime

memberships. This included all active and expired memberships and

others for whom we had contact information but who may not yet have

signed up as members. All members should have received an email to

inform you of the change to your status.

For now, there is nothing that you need to do. Under this trial lifetime

membership model, you won’t receive messages to renew, but please

continue to keep up to date with Friends of Jordan and stay involved.

We need ALL OF YOU to be involved as much as you feel comfortable

doing so in order for us to grow as an organization. New first-time

members who join our group will also be added in automatically as

lifetime members.

PLEASE NOTE that if your contact information changes at any time, it’s

still up to you to go to our website www.friendsofjordan.org and update

your information in our system as you would normally do. Of course,

should you decide to opt out of receiving correspondence from us, you

can still do so. Just let us know and we will remove you from our mailing

list. Also, if you opted out in the past, you shouldn’t have received notice

of this change, but if you did, just let us know and you’ll be removed from

our contact list.

We’re testing this change because we believe that this will streamline

how we manage membership for the organization. It will also have the

added benefit of significantly increasing our official membership and

getting us nearly halfway to our goal of finding everyone!  

We hope that this will also make life easier for you, as you won’t have to

renew every year. Just contact us if there’s a change. If you have any

comments or questions, please feel free to send us a message at

membership@friendsofjordan.org.  And please continue to help us find

any former volunteers or staff members by encouraging them to contact

us. Thanks so much for your continued and active support!! 

Peace Corps Connect 2021:
60th Anniversary Global
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Conference

A virtual gathering for the entire

Peace Corps community

Pre-Conference Events: September 18-22

Conference: Thursday, September 23 -

Saturday, September 25.

More information and
registration details
available HERE

We would love to hear if you are planning to

attend. You can send a quick note to

communications@friendsofjordan.org to let us

know!

2021-2022 Board
President - OPEN; rotating among the board

Treasurer, – Rose Kyprianou
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Program Coordinator – Danny Tsai

Communications Coordinator – Allison Freedman

Membership Coordinator – Ken Finley

Secretary - OPEN

**We still have openings on our board this year. The term of service runs

until the end of February 2022 and requires only a few hours a

month. Now is not too late to become more involved in serving this

worthwhile community! Unsure you're ready to lead a position by

yourself, or more interested in a position that is already filled? The board

is open to co-chair positions, where you share the position with another

board member. This is open to the President, Membership Coordinator,

Program Coordinator, and Communications Coordinator

positions. Reach out to any of us to learn more about the roles or

commitment**

News from Jordan

Madaba Named Arab Tourism Capital 2022

Read more from the Jordan Times here

Helping Refugees from
Afghanistan
The Peace Corps Community for Refugees (PCC4Refugees), in

partnership with Friends of Afghanistan — both affiliate groups of

National Peace Corps Association — is coordinating efforts in the Peace

Corps community to support refugees from Afghanistan being resettled

across the United States. PCC4Refugees is mobilizing RPCVs to assist

local resettlement agencies and ensure our allies are received with

welcome, safe transportation, access to housing, and other necessities.
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If you're interested in supporting this cause, PCC4Refugees can connect

you with opportunities in the 30 U.S. cities designated as resettlement

locations. The cities are:

Albany, Atlanta, Austin, Buffalo, Chicago, Cleveland,

D.C. Metro Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Durham, Elizabeth,

Fort Worth, Houston, Jacksonville, Las Vegas,

Louisville, Modesto, Oakland, Omaha, Philadelphia,

Phoenix, Pittsburgh, Portland, Raleigh, Rochester,

Sacramento, Salt Lake City, San Antonio, San Diego,

Seattle, St. Louis, and Tampa.

Contact Local Liaison Coordinator Anneke Valk. Read more here and

visit pcc4refugees.org to get involved.

J15 Virtual Reunion
By: Danny Tsai

J15s finally did it! After 10 long years since the start of PST, we had a

long overdue reunion and it was a resounding success! A total of 24

RPCVs, who served in Jordan between 2012-2014, were on the Zoom

call, which was scheduled on Sunday, February 21st. The

official reunion had a good mix of structured and unstructured activities

with the entire call lasting a total of two and a half hours. The agenda

started with a quick survey asking volunteers the last time they did

certain things, such as spoke Arabic, ate falafel, smoked hookah, etc.

Then we went straight into individual updates followed by Jordanian

trivia created by Will Evans. After trivia, we transitioned to an open chat

session for whoever had the time to stick around. 

Much of the reunion was spent on reminiscing about life in Jordan and

updating each other on everything that had happened in the past

decade. There were some volunteers who stayed in the Middle East

region, some who moved to other countries, and some who returned

back to their hometowns. There were those who got married, those with

human babies, and those with animal babies . Regardless of what life

transitions we have all gone through, some things will always be the

same - our shared experience with the Peace Corps and our treasured

memories of living in Jordan.
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In addition to an annual reunion, J15s now plan on scheduling monthly

check ins and have created a WhatsApp chat group to conveniently

share pictures with each other. Unfortunately, there are still some

RPCVs whose contact information outdated. Therefore, the search for

missing RPCVS continues through the Finding Jordan Volunteers

project. 

Reach out to anyone on the FOJ Board if we can support you putting

together your own Peace Corps Jordan Reunion!

Coming Soon:

• Country Director Interviews

• Heard on the Street

• Membership Survey
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