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Friends of Jordan Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 27

12 noon EST

Catching up with Former Peace Corps
Jordan Country Director, Larry Bartlett

I have been among those fortunate to know and work with Larry directly, and he took some time to catch up and

share what he is doing now through the lens of his own Peace Corps experience.

Larry Bartlett was the first Country Director for Peace Corps Jordan. He and his wife Janice and their then

elementary age children (Megan and Kent) came to Jordan in 1996 when he had the opportunity to establish the

Peace Corps Jordan program, the first time Peace Corps had been in the heart of the Middle East.  When he

arrived, he initially worked to finalize the country agreement, spending those first months working closely with the

government with the support and personal involvement of Queen Noor.  He then worked to hire staff and build the

program in Jordan.
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Larry’s connection to the Peace Corps started two decades earlier when he was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Yemen

(77- 80).  There he was an immunization supervisor, working with local clinics around the capital (Sana’a) with a

Yemeni counterpart to manage the Ministry of Health program delivering childhood vaccines.  He stayed on with

Peace Corps Yemen for a year as Director of Training.

Returning to DC, Larry worked in Peace Corps HQ for two years helping to place new volunteers in health

programs. He had married Janice (who was also a PCV in Yemen) and they returned to Yemen where she worked

as a  Peace Corps Deputy Director and he was a trailing spouse for three years. It was during this time, when he

worked with an oil company drilling the first oil wells in Yemen, that Larry realized the private sector wasn’t a good fit

for him.  He spent the next five years working for NGOs after returning to the US.

Larry then went back overseas as the Peace Corps Deputy for Training in Thailand (90-92), a great experience in a

long-established PC program. He then worked as a Deputy Director for Peace Corps Hungary (92-94) not long after

the fall of the Berlin Wall. He became the Peace Corps Country Director in Bulgaria in 1994, where he met PC

Medical Officer Lyn Stinnet, who he recruited to join the start up in Jordan.   “If you have a good team, you can do

anything,”  he said.  After Bulgaria he served as the Peace Corps Country Director in Jordan from 1996-1999,

before maxing out his time with Peace Corps and returning to Washington DC.

He returned stateside during the Kosovo crisis and Larry found a role at the Department of State in the Refugee

Bureau where he has now been for 22 years.  For his first year at the State Department he worked on the program

helping Kosovar refugees return home from Macedonia and Albania by supporting  housing, education, and other

needs.

Larry went on to become the Deputy Director for the region that covered Asia and the Middle East, including Iraq,

Afghanistan, and UNRWA (Palestinians).  During this time he served both in Kabul and Baghdad helping scale up

water, health, and other humanitarian services for those displaced by those conflicts.

Since 2009 Larry has been the Director for the Refugee Resettlement Program. This work is based on humanitarian

principles. In other words, if there are refugees in need, the State Department will try to provide support through

operational partners, regardless of religion, color, country.   The State Department would also work to determine if

some are still at risk (wherever they are) and if resettlement to the United States would be appropriate.

He has been working to resettle Afghan refugees even prior to the evacuation this past summer.  Since this recent

evacuation, and with the unprecedented number of Afghans to be resettled in such a short time, Larry has been part

of the effort to help U.S. communities receive Afghans.  This involves everything from finding social workers,

affordable housing,  jobs, and helping enroll children into schools.  Larry noted that many of these Afghans were

affiliated with the US and our government brought them here to be safe and start new lives.  Many of these refugees
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came with nothing, without luggage or material assets.  Larry has been grateful to find a lot of positive interest and

support from welcoming communities throughout the U.S. for this resettlement effort.

When asked how we can help and be involved, Larry says - without a doubt - the best thing is to seek out local

resettlement agencies.  It does not matter which one. There are opportunities to help not just with donations, but to

help tutor, teach English, set up a refugee family’s new home, or by becoming a mentor and guide to their new

community.

The Sponsor Circle Program is a new community-led resettlement initiative https://www.sponsorcircles.org/ that

provides an opportunity to provide direct support by coming together with a group to sponsor a family for three

months in lieu of initial government support.

You can also visit the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration website https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices

/under-secretary-for-civilian-security-democracy-and-human-rights/bureau-of-population-refugees-and-migration/)

for more information.

Larry shared a story that I believe captures the way in which his diverse Peace Corps and cross-cultural

experiences have informed the lens through which he views and walks in the world personally and professionally:

He was in Spartanburg, South Carolina meeting with a county council regarding refugee resettlement. They were

not 100% sure they wanted refugees in their community. During the meeting, one of the local volunteers told the

council how great the local bus system is. This man shared that he had helped a family utilize the bus system to get

to medical appointments, etc, recalling fondly that the bus driver was very polite and helpful, and told them exactly

where to get off. He then noted that he’d grown up there, but himself had never before taken the bus. This

experience ultimately was an opportunity for this  American to learn about his own community through the eyes of a

refugee, what Larry referred to as the impactful ‘Reverse Peace Corps Experience.’

Larry finds hope and inspiration in the changes he sees when people become involved in refugee work at the local

level. Although people may be skeptical about refugees when they are talking points in a political campaign, this

direct, local engagement often leads to people becoming strong advocates for resettlement.  When you actually get

to know refugees, you remember that they are just people who have had an unfortunate experience. And we have

given them an opportunity and support to remake their lives. But Larry wants to be clear that with limited USG

support it is largely the refugees who make this difficult transition work, of course with help from local volunteers

and communities.  Newly arrived refugees are happy to have a second chance at life and make the most of the

opportunity.

Larry is passionate about his career and grateful for work which has been a highlight of his life.  When he is not

working or spending time with his family, you will probably find Larry out on a (very) long run or bike ride.  We are
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grateful for Larry’s role in setting up the Peace Corps Jordan program, collaborating on the creation of Friends of

Jordan, and for being an individual mentor and role model for so many others whose paths have crossed his over

the years.
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Supporting Refugees: Look for local
opportunities or here are some other ideas

and examples:

RPCVs supporting refugees at home and abroad
https://www.pcc4refugees.org/cpages/home

International Rescue Committee
https://www.rescue.org/

Sponsor's Circle
https://www.sponsorcircles.org/

Example of a local initiative:
https://www.harhashem.org/form/afghan

Reminder: FOJ Updated Membership Model
ICYMI as part of the FOJ Board's 'Finding Jordan Volunteers' Initiative, many former Jordan volunteers have been

found and added to our database. We have cleaned up and streamlined our membership list and tried to keep up to

date with changes in membership contact information as new updates are provided. As we have focused on

increasing our membership and finding as many former Jordan volunteers as possible, it seems redundant to spend

time encouraging contacts we’ve already found to renew their memberships every year, and for existing members to

be prompted to 'renew' their membership year after year. As our membership is and has been free for several years

now, there is also currently no incentive for Friends of Jordan to differentiate between active and expired members. 

For these reasons, Friends of Jordan has converted all existing membership accounts on a trial basis to permanent

or lifetime memberships. This includes all active and expired memberships and others for whom we have contact

information but who may not yet have signed up as members. All members will receive an email informing you of

the change to your status.

For now, there is nothing that you need to do. Under this trial lifetime membership model, you won’t receive

messages to renew, but please continue to keep up to date with Friends of Jordan and stay involved. We need ALL

OF YOU to be involved as much as you feel comfortable doing so in order for us to grow as an organization. New

first-time members who join our group will also be added in as lifetime members. If you renew your membership

with NPCA, you will no longer see a dropdown option for Friends of Jordan because of the lifetime membership.

We’re testing this change because we believe that this will streamline how we manage membership for the
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organization. It will also have the added benefit of significantly increasing our official membership and getting us

nearly halfway to our goal of finding everyone! 

We hope that this will also make life easier for you, as you won’t have to renew every year. Just contact us if there’s

a change, or have any comments or questions at membership@friendsofjordan.org.  And please continue to help us

find any former volunteers or staff members by encouraging them to contact us.   

PLEASE NOTE that if your contact information changes at any time, it’s still up to you to go to our

website www.friendsofjordan.org and update your information in our system as you would normally do. Of course,

should you decide to opt out of receiving correspondence from us, you can still do so. Just let us know and we will

remove you from our mailing list. Also, if you opted out in the past, you shouldn’t receive notice of this change, but if

you do, just let us know and you’ll be removed from our contact list.

2022-2023 FOJ Officer Opportunities
**NEW / UPDATED: SEEKING SOMEONE WITH SOCIAL MEDIA EXPERTISE**

 (part of the Communications Coordinator role)

Reach out for more information to communications@friendsofjordan.org

PRESIDENT - rotating/shared option available (Allison Freedman - Tentative - other candidates welcome to apply)

VICE PRESIDENT - rotating/shared option available (Ken Finley - Tentative - other candidates welcome to apply)

TREASURER – Rose Kyprianou

PROGRAM COORDINATOR – OPEN

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR – OPEN / Seeking someone with Social Media Expertise

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR – OPEN 

SECRETARY - OPEN 

**The term of service runs until the end of February 2023 and requires only a few hours a month. Now is the

perfect time to become more involved in serving this worthwhile community! Reach out to

president@friendsofjordan.org or any of us directly to learn more about the specific roles or commitment**

J8 Virtual Reunion
By: Gilbert Gonzales

In mid-September, 2021, the J8s came together once again. 15 years felt like 15 days. Everyone looked
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(amazingly!) the same. Of course, circumstances had shifted in all manner of ways. Life had happened. But almost

always with a happy ending. Almost.

This was our hastily arranged 15-year reunion. We had all left Jordan by fall of 2006. Some had seen each other

now and then, here and there, but we had never been back together as a group. We almost managed a small in-

person reunion at our former (yet always and forever) Country Director’s home on Long Island in the spring of 2020.

But COVID happened, so it never happened.

Given the ascendance of Zoom, the obvious was overdue: a Zoom reunion. We also had some serious business to

discuss: our CD, Darcy Neill, was involved with Peace Corps Community For Refugees as well as Friends of

Jordan, both affiliate groups currently directing focus to events in Afghanistan. Darcy wanted to get the word out to

her former platoon of Volunteers in case there was a role for us to play with Afghan individuals and families on their

way to the US.

19 of 25 J8s were in attendance. Darcy from Long Island. Lisa Mirande-Lind, our former Program and Training

Officer, currently applying those skills to reopening Kenya’s PC program. And we RPCVs, no longer average age

25…now average age 40…calling in from all around the US…and a few from around the world. We managed to

coordinate time zones ranging from 7am to 10pm.

Being together after all these years was beautiful…incredible…magical. Two impressions stood out to me:

First, our J8 communal spirit. We twenty-five share a bond that only we 25 ever will. It was born 17 years ago. While

some were with us in Jordan for only a matter of months, and others were able to share two full years, we are

bonded as one. Our connection was special then and is still special today. I think (I hope) that we all felt something

similar on this morning.

Second, I was struck by a new reality: parenthood. Not all of us are parents. I, for example, am happily a non-

parent. Yet parent or not, the glory of little ones, and that unique degree of satisfaction that comes from being a

parent, was a new and joyful theme among us. We got to see some of these little ones. We heard about others.

Some of them are, in fact, not so little anymore (and not too far from our age when we first got to Jordan 17 years

ago). The glow of parenthood shined brightly on our 2.5 hour Zoom gathering. 

Other impressions were abundant as we took turns summarizing the past 15 years into just a few minutes. A few

themes especially touched me:

• Taking life as it comes…displaying resilience against the unpredictable circumstances that come one’s

way…surviving, embracing and ultimately thriving.

• Purpose pursued…experiences lived out and achievements seen through….yet the highest honor earned in

a call to duty answered.

• Paths ventured beyond the comforts of pre-ordained outcomes…the path less taken taken…over and over

again…finding your way to where you were always meant to be.

• Journey’s disrupted…unknowns navigated through…embracing the life taking shape at each stretch along

the way…until all you can see around you is awesome.

• Adventures run towards…life lived to the fullest…surprises and challenges to be sure… each one
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confronted and overcome…always finding joy.

These are just a few of our stories. Each J8 has one filled with meaning, complexity and resilience. Each of us

navigating the beauty, heartache and mystery of life.

Finally, a loss was mourned. Brandon Earl Fleming, J8 who served as a Youth and Community Development

volunteer in the village of Beit Ras in the north of Jordan, left this world less than one year ago. He was 43. During

our reunion we recalled Brandon’s qualities, appreciated his uniqueness, and remarked on the impression that he

left on us still all these years later. To Brandon: you will always hold a place – one of only 25 – in our J8 story.

Peace Corps News 
Eight posts have met criteria for Volunteers to return!

Invitations are already out for Belize, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, and Zambia. And the agency is

recruiting returned Volunteers for the new and expanded Virtual Service Pilot Program.

Read more in World View Magazine or here
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Destination Jordan! News from The Jordan
Times

Madaba Named Arab Tourism Capital 2022
Read more here: https://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/madaba-named-arab-tourism-capital-2022

Dana Biosphere receives spot on New York Times’ list of ‘52 places’ to go in 2022
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/dana-biosphere-receives-spot-new-york-times%E2%80%99-list-%E2

%80%9852-places%E2%80%99-

go-2022?fbclid=IwAR0hDj384TIG0xy34CkEoi0j2qEEcnX1SdiJlz00_8IeAN6hWR7glr-ZWrc

CNN names Jordan ‘dream destination’ to visit in 2022
https://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/cnn-names-jordan-%E2%80%98dream-destination%E2%80%99-visit-2022

Friends of Jordan
ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday, February 27
12pm EST

Everyone is welcome!

Virtual link will be made available the week before or reach out directly to president@friendsofjordan.org 
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