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The Official Newsletter of the Friends of Jordan Association

Summer 2005

A Warm Welcome!
“Ahlan wa sahlan” to the | continue to
members of Friends of Jordan! In
this first edition of the official
Friends of Jordan newsletter, we
are excited to share what we’ve
been doing and how you can
become involved, and we thank
you for your membership!

setting  up

officers.

Our group of 35 so far—returned
volunteers from J1 through J5,
former and current Peace Corps
Jordan Staff, and other friends of
Jordan—Iives in 12 states around
the country and 6 countries
around the world. Together we
have laid the foundation for a
forum through which we can

network with each other,
knowledge and experience,

communities in Jordan and the U.S.
We have worked primarily on

everything from recruiting members
and drafting bylaws to electing | so
Our website is almost
ready to launch, and you can read
about our small grants program
below. We are also looking ahead to
support the next returning Jordan
volunteer group in Spring of 2006.

So how can you get involved? Join
our small grants or other future
program committees, contribute to
the newsletter, submit program

share | ideas, help develop website

and | content, or just tell us what you

contribute to our | are doing! If you’ve been to
Jordan recently, given

presentations to your US

communities, or  otherwise

the  organization: | “connected” to Jordan or to

Peace Corps, please let us know
we can share your
experiences. Our email address
is fojordan @yahoo.com.

Thank you again for joining us.
We look forward to building this
organization with you. Salaam.

Rose Heil, President &
Kathleen Sheridan, Vice President

Membership Greetings

Hello FOJ Members! As your friendly
Membership Coordinator (MC) I would like to
welcome you to Friends of Jordan. My job as MC
has a few different facets: 1 work with both
members to make sure all membership questions
are answered and non-members to try to encourage
them to join. I am available to all of you and am
more than happy to assist you with any
membership concerns you might have. Please feel
free to contact me at any time at
Cabrera_Farraj@yahoo.com. My membership
goal for the coming months is to recruit as many
people as possible per month. In order to meet my
own goal I need your help! Those of you who
work with, live near, or keep in touch with other
Jordan RPCVs (continued on page three)

Program Coordinator's Corner: Starting the Small
Grants Program

The Friends of Jordan Small Grants Program is rapidly
gaining momentum as the Association's first charitable
activity. Within a month or two, FOJ intends to be
ready to offer financial assistance (up to $150) to Peace
Corps Volunteers currently serving in Jordan to cover
expenses related to their small secondary projects such
as purchasing classroom materials, holding field trips,
organizing workshops, beautifying the community, or
facilitating other grassroots activities that promote
community development, cultural exchange, or
education. The remaining details needing attention are
(1) how many and which FOJ members will review
proposals — please contact me if this interests you! —
and (i1) how to actually transfer the funds to PCVs in
Jordan. We have reached  (continued on page two)
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This Issue’s HOTLINKS:
Check out these links for
more information about Peace
Corps, Jordan, and more!

National Peace Corps Association
WWW.IPCV.Org
Jordanian News in English
www.jordantimes.com
Virtual Karak Resources Project
www.vkrp.org

Dates to Remember

Next FOJ Newsletter Late 2005

King Abdullah’s Birthday  January 30
Annual Election February 2006
Next PC Jordan COS Spring 2006

(“Program” from page one) this point thanks to the hard work,
brainstorming, and input of many FOJ members in addition to
ongoing communication with the PC Jordan office. FOJ has
also received “seed” donations totaling nearly US$1200 to start
this program. This money will allow FOJ to demonstrate its
commitment to fund worthwhile, successful projects in Jordan
while finding ways to create a more sustainable and steady
source of donations for the future.

The Small Grants Program will be implemented according to
the following process: Both FOJ and PC Jordan will publicize
the availability of small grants through email, the (new)
monthly newsletter for Jordan PCVs, and this FOJ newsletter.
PCVs will submit an application form directly to a panel of FOJ
members who will regularly review and approve proposals and
then notify the FOJ treasurer of the awards. Then, with only a
few keystrokes and mouse-clicks (insha’allah!), FOJ will
transfer the appropriated funds directly to the PCVs Housing
Bank account. Finally, the PCV will send a brief synopsis of
their project’s outcomes and digital photos. We hope that this
process will minimize the administrative overhead time for
PCVs to receive the funds, yet maximize FOJs ability to receive
feedback about current PCVs’ work in Jordan.

Again, thanks to everyone who has helped so far to move the
Small Grants Program to this point. And please contact me via
email at derosenberg@ucdavis.edu if you want to become more
actively involved!

David Rosenberg, Program Coordinator & Acting Fundraiser

Peace Corps Option for Military Recruits Sparks Concerns

By Alan Cooperman, Tuesday, August 2, 2005; Washington Post

The U.S. military, struggling to fill its voluntary ranks, is offering to allow recruits to meet part of their
military obligations by serving in the Peace Corps, which has resisted any ties to the Defense Department or
U.S. intelligence agencies since its founding in 1961.

The recruitment program has sparked debate and rising opposition among current and former Peace Corps
officials. Some welcome it as a way to expand the cadre of idealistic volunteers created by President John F.
Kennedy. But many say it could lead to suspicions abroad that the Peace Corps, which has 7,733 workers in 73
countries, is working together with the U.S. armed forces.

"Does this raise red flags for the Peace Corps community? I'd say yes -- emphatically so," said Kevin Quigley,
president of the National Peace Corps Association, an organization of returned volunteers, staff and
supporters. "We think a real or perceived linkage between the Peace Corps and military service could damage
the Peace Corps and potentially put the safety of Peace Corps volunteers at risk."...

For a link to the full text or more information, go to http://www.rpcv.org/pages/sitepage.cfm?id=1172
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Spotlight on Caroline, RPCV Jordan 1
By Kathryn Gerhard

You might not notice upon first meeting Caroline, but within ten minutes of conversation you know:
Caroline is a dynamo. A native Pennsylvanian from the heartland and graduate of a Big 10 School she
embodies the business skills and personal financial panache that has brought her far. Over coffee, dinner,
wine and a wonderful long distance phone connection, we talked about what brought her to Peace Corps
Jordan and what it has done to shape her life.

Caroline graduated from Penn State with a BA in business, a degree that taught her about Fortune 500
companies with large scale economies, huge bottom lines, and behemoth work forces. These enormous
companies wouldn’t offer the chance to travel and gain international experience without first putting in a lot
of time in the US, but Caroline wanted the opportunity then. Caroline, always able to zero in on the bottom
line, thought to herself, “I want to gain international experience, to travel and to be autonomous; Peace Corps
1s for me.” So voila, she went.

What does the first volunteer dropped—yes literally—into a Jordanian village in the Tafileh Governate to
work on business plans with women (who aren’t sure why she is there) actually do? She tackles it and does
it well. Her spirit of entrepreneurship evolves and she finds herself to be the sole motivating factor. In her
words, “No one holds your hand, you do it for yourself.” Caroline’s ability to connect with other volunteers
enabled her to learn many important business skills (that she hadn’t learned as an undergrad) from other
PCVs including micro-finance and micro-enterprise development. The autonomy of volunteership can be an
asset, if used properly. As her two years built on themselves, she added skills by reviewing grants for the
SPA Committee and acquiring insight into government granting processes.

Having witnessed small scale business development and growth in Jordan, Caroline returned to the U.S and
moved to DC to be the Director of a Small Business Center. This was a job that would not have been open to
her without Peace Corps because it gave her on-the-ground experience and a proven record of chutzpah. She
explains, “I was a PCV in the Middle East, working with women on business initiatives—which says a lot.”
As the Director of a Small Business Center, she worked with clients to start businesses, manage them,
acquire capital, grow and expand the business. Caroline guided clients through grant writing, loan
applications, and government regulations/guidelines.

This July, Caroline made the bi-coastal move and is now in California as a portfolio manager of Pacific
Capital Bancorp. Now on the other side of the table, she accepts business plans and oversees risk for the
bank. Each work experience built on the previous, all tipped off by PC. Even two jobs later, her experience
sets her apart in the resume pool: “Peace Corps was the gateway to my career; yes, it was worth it”.

(“Membership” from page one) or anyone else who might be interested in FOJ, talk to them about FOJ and
let them know we are up and running and that we’re a really friendly group! If you know anyone who is
even the least bit interested PLEASE either give me their email address or give them mine so I can be in
touch with them. I will then make sure that they are well informed on our newly-born organization and
explain the membership process to them. I will also be contacting people also and working on making our
organization grow. I am very excited to be a part of Friends of Jordan and look forward to the exciting work
and projects that we will be working on to continue helping the people of Jordan.

Gina Cabrera-Farraj, Membership Coordinator
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Meet the Officers...

Rose Helil, President:

Kathleen Sheridan, Vice President
Camellia El-Antably, Secretary/Treasurer
Gina Cabrera-Farraj, Membership Coordinator
David Rosenberg, Program Coordinator
Allison Freedman, Newsletter Editor
Kae Gerhard, Website Coordinator

rosemheil @ gmail.com
kathleensheridan @yahoo.com
leiljames @ gmail.com
cabrera_farraj@yahoo.com
derosenberg @ucdavis.edu
ajfreedman13 @yahoo.com
kathryn_gerhard @yahoo.com

Or, you can reach all of us at fojordan @yahoo.com

Know a current or
returned PCV to
spotlight?
Contact the Newsletter Editor

Want to sponsor a
project in Jordan for just
$20?

Contact the Program Coordinator

Ready to join FOJ?
Complete the application below or
contact the Membership
Coordinator

FRIENDS OF JORDAN ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION FORM

Contact Information

Name:

Address: Site in Jordan:

Peace Corps service Information

Years Served in Peace Corps:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:*

Training Group Number (J1, J2, J3, etc.):

Email: Type of Volunteer:

Current Employer or Profession:*

Please check all items that apply:

*optional information

O [Iagree to allow Friends of Jordan Association to share the information I have provided with other Association members
for networking purposes only. I understand that Friends of Jordan will not transfer, sell, or make this information

available to any outside party except when required by law.

O I would also like to affiliate with the National Peace Corps Association and am enclosing an additional $35 for a total
amount of $50 ($65 total for a family membership for one year membership or $100 ($130 for a family) for a two year

membership.

O I would only like to affiliate with the Friends of Jordan and am enclosing a check for $15 (for a one year membership) or

$30 (for a two year membership.)

O [ am already a member of the National Peace Corps Association and offer use of my name to help Friends of Jordan

affiliate with the NPCA.

O [Iam interested to further help with the Association’s activities and participate by:

Please make checks payable to the “Friends of Jordan.” Checks and the membership form should be mailed to:

Friends of Jordan Association, c/o Camellia El-Antably, 314 E 1% Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82001




