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Talking Online

As you’ve probably already heard, we have proudly launched the Friends of Jordan on-line discussion forums.
Visit http://groups.google.com/group/Friends_of_Jordan to see the discussions already underway.

FOJ members have a common interest in Jordan — a country in the middle of an often unstable area of the
world. Just as Jordan must interact with the countries and people around it, Friends of Jordan cannot ignore
the events in the region.

Earlier in the summer, we wrote to you about the situation going on in the Middle East directly involving
Israel, Lebanon, and the Palestinian territories. We encourage you to get involved by at least sharing your
thoughts on this issue — or any others — through the discussions in the Friends of Jordan GoogleGroups Forum.
It is through this type of discussion that we as an organization can consider whether to get involved and, if so,
how we might be able to help, contribute, or address this issue, or any other, in a meaningful and appropriate
way.

This online forum was created in order to encourage and facilitate discussion, sharing, and networking among
members on topics of interest to members. Anyone (members or people at large) can read posts in the

forum. However, only invited members who have activated their account (i.e., your current email address) can
post messages. Please contact one of the moderators for step-by-step instructions on how to activate your
account (Note that you do NOT need to have or create an email account with Google in order (continued on
page three)

Fundraising Update Inside This Issue
Caroline Mansi has been the incredible motivating force behind the
inauguration of our fundraising - an important aspect of every not-for- Arabic Corner p.3
profit organization such as Friends of Jordan. Under Caroline’s Donation Form p.8
leadership, it has become obvious that those contributions many of you Fundraising Update p. 1
made in the earliest stages of Friends of Jordan’s establishment have Hotlinks p-4
already supported a number of remarkably successful community-based Member Updates p. 6
projects by current Peace Corps Volunteers serving in Jordan. These Officers p.7
accomplishments have encouraged us to seek additional funding to Membership Form p.7
continue and broaden the scope of service and support that Friends of NPCA Advocacy p. 6
Jordan can provide. Programming Update  p. 2
RPCYV in Ramallah p. 4
All of us were recently contacted by a dedicated (continued on page five) Talking Online p.1




Team Challenges: Several girls from the Salt
Girls Center lift a team member through a three-
dimensional cube as they undertake the "Space
Portal Challenge" built with small grant funds to
support team-building programs that were
implemented in Wadi Al-Hor and Deir Ala’a as
well as Salt, Summer 2006. Photo by Ashley
Bates.

Friends of Jordan
Association 2005 Annual

Report

http://www.friendsofjordan.org/FOJ_200
5_Annual_Report.pdf

Friends of Jordan Annual
Members Meeting — Nov. 2, 2006

All members are welcome to attend this
telephone conference meeting. For more
information or to RSVP and get call-in
instructions, please contact Kathleen at
vicepresident@friendsofjordan.org.

Program Coordinator's Corner

Current Jordan PCVs have been involved in numerous secondary projects this summer so we've been busy
not only receiving and reviewing applications but also transferring funds for small grant projects. At the
height, there were seven simultaneous ongoing projects. This has since decreased, however, as projects reach
completion and we begin to receive reports and pictures. We continue to post pictures and write-ups online
at http://www .friendsofjordan.org/program_accomplish.htm as they become available.

I am thrilled that eight of you answered my request to review grant applications for the coming year. If you
agreed to review but haven't yet heard from me, expect an email soon. And, if you'd like to join this effort,
please drop me an email.

At the beginning of the summer, we also launched an online discussion forum for Friends of Jordan
members. Check out some fledgling discussions on the current Middle East crisis, Jordanian cooking, and
what FOJ can do for YOU. http://groups.google.com/group/Friends_of_Jordan. To date, discussion volume
has been low and not all of our members have signed up to post. Did you miss or misplace the invitation
email? Is yes, contact either me or Kathleen and we will get you on track.

And finally, I am planning to start developing a new program: Small Grants for FOJ members to put on
educational and cultural exchange activities in the U.S., but I'd first like to gauge the interest and need.
Please look for a short email survey I hope to put out in the coming month. And if there is sufficient interest,
we will need people to step up to help put this together. As always, please send me your program-related
ideas, suggestions, comments, or feedback and I will see what we can do together to make them happen!

Salaam,
David Rosenberg (J2)
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(continued from page one) to participate in the forums. Discussion is open to any and all topics of interest to
members. If you would like to initiate a new discussion topic (thread), please email one of the moderators
(David at program @friendsofjordan.org, Kae at webmaster @friendsofjordan.org, or Kathleen at
vicepresident @friendsofjordan.org).

Now and in the future, Friends of Jordan seeks your input in order to continue to develop and to act.
We look forward to seeing you online!

Friends of Jordan Officers

Arabic language corner — 4x_all 4all 4,4

Test your memory of Jordanian colloquial Arabic with the below quiz. And click on the link at the end to
view the answers on our Friends of Jordan website!

1. Which of the below is the Arabic word for “tourism’?
a) Sineia / dxina
b) Siyaha / 4alw
c) Saydalea / 4daa
d) Seeasa / Al

2. How do you say Jerash festival in Arabic?

3. Which of the following expressions was effective (at least sometimes) to shoo off harassing shebab?
a) Thtrem halak! / <l a jia)
b) Imshee! / !l
c) Wein ommak? / &bl ¢
d) Khalas! / oa¥a
e) Igleb wjhak?/ !¢ s lé)

4. Can you translate the following words into Jordanian Arabic?
- ceasefire
- United Nations
- factory
- ruins/antiquities
- grants program

5. Which of the below is an expression meant to encourage young (male and female) Jordanians to move or
to act?

a) yalla ya kebab / <l b &)

b) yalla ya shebab / s & Ay

¢) yalla ya shobak / &l b &) U

d) inshallah ya shebat /<ilsd L &) L ¢

e) yalla ya hajja/ s Ll b

How did you do? / $9S3 <)
Visit our website at http://www.friendsofjordan.org/goings_on.htm to see the answers and to score yourself.

Kathleen Sheridan (J4)
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This Issue’s HOTLINKS! Check out these links for more
information about Peace Corps, Jordan, and more!

Ukraine sees Jordan as a leader in the region and seeks closer ties
http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews3.htm

Cancellation of the Jerash Festival
http://www.siyaha.org/email/issue2/industry_news1.htm

Plans for Jordan’s first feature film, “Captain Abu Raed”
http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews4.htm

Find out what’s new at Peace Corps at http://www.peacecorps.gov/index.cfm?shell=resources.media

From Jordan to Ramallah: An RPCV’s stories
Taken from http://cholmeley.blogster.com/days.html by Nancy Glass (J4)

“First Few Days”

Thursday, June 1

So, this is Ramallah. Getting here was surprisingly easy. I was held at the airport for about an hour while
the teenage soldiers very politely took my suitcases, asked about the Arabic handwriting in my passport
from my Jordanian visa, wondered aloud why I chose to work for the Jordanian government back in
2003 and why I wanted to work for a legal aid group in Ramallah. I had heard stories about human
rights workers being denied access to the West Bank and Gaza, so I wasn’t sure whether I should tell
them that I planned to go to Ramallah. In the end though, I told them the truth about my plans for the
summer since I didn’t trust myself to maintain a consistent story about what else I might be doing in the
West Bank for ten weeks. As it turned out, they waved me through and told me to enjoy my stay.

I waited at the airport for a group taxi to Jerusalem to fill up, which brought back memories of all the
hours I spent waiting for buses in Jordan. On the drive from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, I had that feeling
from the beginning of Peace Corps of being reduced to childlike dependence on other people and of
every interaction holding the possibility of some new adventure. After three years in the States, it’s
refreshing to be disoriented again. Despite having seen images on TV and hearing descriptions from
other people, it was still surprising to see how wealthy Israel, with its wide, well-paved highways, looks
in comparison to Jordan. There are fences and walls everywhere, especially as we approached Jerusalem,
and the bus stops along the road look like small bunkers. ...

I can’t get over how much Ramallah looks like the baled in Amman. For you non-Peace Corps people,
that’s the old part of the city packed with a mess of cars and crumbling sidewalks where you can buy
everything from a cage full of birds to a new set of bedroom furniture. Ramallah has all the same stores —
little shops piled on top of each other selling fabric, shoes, sweets, watches, and untold varieties of
plastic flowers to decorate your living room — C.D. stores blare the same music onto the street, and the
same guys hang around on the corners taking in the scene. It was nighttime by the time we arrived, and |
could tell right away that I brought the wrong clothes. Everyone told me that Ramallah is less
conservative than Amman, so I brought pants and shirts with three-quarter length sleeves. That might be
fine for the office, but not for walking around town. I’'m going to have to find some of those same loose-
fitting shirts that we wore in Jordan.

My apartment is a one-room studio on the ground floor of a four-story building. (continued on page five)
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(continued from page four) The owners lived in San Francisco for 30 years, which is sort of a shame for
me — it means that we’ll have more of an American- type landlord-tenant relationship than the adoptive
family relationships we Peace Corps Volunteers had with our landlords in Jordan. The building is on a
quiet street a few minutes away from the main shopping area (for those of you who know Ramallah, it’s up
past the Cairo Amman Bank on Ruqab street). There’s a little garden outside my door and I can see the
lights of the city if I stand at the gate.

After dealing with the rent and signing a lease, I ventured out to find some dinner. It was pretty late by this

point so there were no women on the street and almost everything was closed. I finally found a sandwich

shop but the store owner was pretty unfriendly. He insisted on speaking to me in English and didn’t think
my joke in Arabic about the quality of his cheese sandwiches was funny. It may have been a tactical error
to go into a store called “Osama’s Pizza.”

I feel oddly displaced. This country is new to me, so it’s strange that so many things are familiar: hearing
the call to prayer, walking on the street without making eye contact with men, the little glass tea cups in
my kitchen, even remembering to throw toilet paper away in a bag since the septic systems aren’t designed
to handle it! Still there are some differences from Amman: there are more Christians (you can tell because
the women don’t cover their hair and wear short sleeves and (gasp) skirts); almost all the shopkeepers
speak a little English, so getting them to speak to me in Arabic is a struggle; there are posters of politicians
everywhere and the graffiti is more political, with lots of Palestinian flags and pictures of masked

gunmen...

(continued from page one)
cadre of FOJ members who
facilitated the first stage of this
fundraising initiative. When
you are contacted in the future
about becoming involved in or
contributing to the work of
Friends of Jordan, please
remember that this organization
is founded upon the goal of
fostering greater understanding
of Americans by Jordanians and
greater understanding of
Jordanians by Americans, and
the commitment to these goals
is what is behind this outreach.
Your support is what helps us
all reach these goals. To find
out more about the success of
the Small Grants Program, the
fundraising for Friends of
Jordan, or to make a
contribution, please explore
www.friendsofjordan.org or
email us at
foj@friendsofjordan.org.

Allison Freedman (J1)

Ready to join FOJ?

Complete the application in this
newsletter or contact Gina, the
Membership Coordinator

Which RPCYV do you
think we should
spotlight?

Contact Allison, the
Newsletter Editor

Thank you to our Small
Grant Reviewers for
2005 -2006.

Gina Cabrera-Farraj
Camellia El-Antably
Caroline El-Mansi
Allison Freedman
Kae Gerhard
Carmel Karina O'Meara
Rose Kyprianou
Bernadette Michel
Kathleen Sheridan
Paul Sippola

(Please contact David at
program@friendsofjordan.org if you
would like to review grants for
2006 - 2007)

Have you considered
donating to support
small grants?

As little as $10 or $20 (or
more) can go a long way to
support PCVs and help
communities in Jordan put
on education, community
beautification, cultural
exchange, or grass roots
development activities.
Please use the donation form
at the back of this newsletter
or online at
http://www friendsofjordan.
org/funding.htm or contact
David, the Program
Coordinator.
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Mark Your Calendar:
Interested in NPCA Advocacy This September!
helping with the
Marhabtain! All advocates for a strong and independent Peace Corps and global
0 policies that advance human development are encouraged to join the
newsletter? National Peace Corps Association in Washington, DC September 13 — 14
' for Capitol Hill Advocacy Day. Wednesday orientation sessions will be
No experience necessary. followed by a full day of Capitol Hill activity on Thursday.
Contact Allison at Pre-registration is mandatory!
newsletter @friendsofjordan.
org for more information. For more details, please visit www.peacecorpsconnect.org/advocacy2006

FOJ Member News

J1
Erica Krug has been in the US since she left Sudan and USAID last December. She is getting married

September 3rd and then moving to Zimbabwe in October. Erica will continue to work as independent
consultant or look for something in Harare.

Other Friends

Carl Kirk recently retired from the United State Army after 36
years and after 25 years from civil service. He married Anneke and
bought a log home (see photo). Carl and Anneke are spending
November in Indonesia to visit family and do on-site research for
Carl’s book proposal "The Charming Adventures of the Princess of
Palembang." Carl is planning to teach World History for a local
college this year, and they are preparing for a trip to Europe to visit
friends in Germany and hopefully do the Biblical Walk in Jordan
next summer. While in Jordan they also plan to visit many of their
Jordanian military friends. Anneke is continuing to pursue a degree
in health care management.

Let everyone know what you are up to!  Share your news and catch up with other members. Send the following
information to fojordan @yahoo.com with the subject line “FOJ News.”
o First Name
Last Name (and surname before marriage, if different)
Mailing Address, City, State, Zip
Email Address
Employer
Title
Your News
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NEW EMAIL CONTACT INFORMATION for the Friends of Jordan 2006 Officers

Rose Kyprianou, President

Kathleen Sheridan, Vice President

Karina O’Meara, Secretary

Camellia El-Antably, Treasurer

Caroline Mansi, Fundraising Coordinator
Gina Cabrera-Farraj, Membership Coordinator
David Rosenberg, Program Coordinator
Allison Freedman, Newsletter Editor

Kae Gerhard, Webmaster

president@friendsofjordan.org
vicepresident @friendsofjordan.org
secretary @friendsofjordan.org
treasurer @ friendsofjordan.org
fundraising @friendsofjordan.org
membership @friendsofjordan.org
program @f{riendsofjordan.org
newsletter @friendsofjordan.org
webmaster @ friendsofjordan.org

You can also reach all of us at foj@friendsofjordan.org

FRIENDS OF JORDAN ASSOCIATION —NEW AND RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP FORM

Contact Information
(New and Renewing Members)

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:*

Peace Corps Service Information
(New Members Only — if applicable)

Years Served in Peace Corps:

Site in Jordan:

Training Group Number (J1, J2, J3, etc.):

Email:

Nat’]l Peace Corps Assn. Number:

Current Employer or Profession:*

Type of Volunteer:

(Renewing Members of NPCA Only)

(New and Renewing Members)

Please check all items that apply:

*optional information

O I would like to renew my affiliation with the Friends of Jordan for one year and am enclosing a check for $15 for an
individual or $25 for a family (to extend my membership for one year).

O I would like to renew my affiliation with the Friends of Jordan for three years and am enclosing a check for $45 for an

individual or $75 for a family (to extend my membership for three years).

0 I would like to renew my membership with the National Peace Corps Association and am enclosing an additional $35 for

a total amount of $50 ($65 for a family membership) for one year membership (three year memberships to both NPCA

and FOJ must be processed through NPCA.)

O I agree to allow Friends of Jordan Association to share the information I have provided with other Association members

for networking purposes only. I understand that Friends of Jordan will not transfer, sell, or make this information
available to any outside party except when required by law. [Please check to be included in the FOJ Networking List. ]

O [ am interested to further help with the Association’s activities and participate by:

Please make checks payable to the “Friends of Jordan.” Checks and the membership form should be mailed to:

Friends of Jordan Association, c/o Camellia El-Antably, 314 E 1% Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82001
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Friends of Jordan Association
Donation Form

To donate to the Friends of Jordan Association (FOJ), please fill out the form below. Enclose with your
donation and mail care of the Treasurer at the address at the bottom of this form. Please make sure to indicate
how you wish the Treasurer to classify the source of the donation and whether you will allow FOJ to
publicize your name in connection with the donation. If a donation is greater than $100, you may specify use
(if any) for the donation (for example, for a specific program, activity, or purpose).

Name:
Address (to send receipt):
City, State, Zip, Country: __
Donation Amount: Date:
Recognition:
[ ] Iallow FOJ to publicize my name in connection with the donation

[ ] I wish to remain anonymous

Specifications for Use (only for donations above $100):

Donations are tax-deductible. The Treasurer will mail a letter acknowledging the donation amount and date.
Please retain the letter as verification for tax-reporting purposes. FOJ may publicize contributor names and
contribution ranges (only for donors desiring such recognition). Otherwise, FOJ will retain information for
use in legally required reporting and only release donation totals classified by sources. Donation totals may
also be reported from time to time in the newsletter.

Thanks again for donating to the Friends of Jordan Association
Please make donations payable to the “Friends of Jordan Association” and mail donations and the
completed donation form to:
Friends of Jordan Association
c/o Treasurer, Camellia El-Antably

314 E 1st Ave
Cheyenne, WY 82001 USA
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