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Our Members’ Voice is Loud and Clear 

By Kathleen Sheridan (J4) 
 

To all of you who completed our online programming survey in November, thank you! The response rate - 55 
percent of our membership - was higher than we expected, and we were thrilled to hear from you. For an 
organization that operates primarily over the internet with members scattered across 20 states and 7 countries, 
your enthusiastic response is an encouraging reminder that we have a strong world-wide network of members! 
You provided creative suggestions for future programs and outreach and helped prioritize FOJ activities for 
2007. We have incorporated most of your suggestions into the 2007 planning process.  
 

You responded positively to the idea of a Jordan informational packet but did not think reimbursements for 
Jordan-related educational activities were necessary. You expressed that the packet should include a poster-
size map of Jordan, presentation-friendly food recipes, a fact sheet on Islam, a fact sheet on Jordan, and 
presentation templates and tips. Several people have volunteered to help develop these materials and we hope 
they will be available soon. And, if you want to contribute pictures or recipes, please email 
pictures@friendsofjordan.org or cookbook@friendsofjordan.org. 
 

You also demonstrated significant interest in a mentorship program. This program would match interested 
returning PCVs with RPCVs (in the same geographical area where possible). Finally, you provided a plethora 
of other ideas for the future - from a simple online collection of volunteer blogs to an ambitious scholarship 
programs for Jordanian students - that will keep the association thriving for the coming years.  
 

Read our summary of the survey results by visiting Friends of Jordan homepage, and thank you again for your 
valuable feedback. 
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Be a Friends of Jordan Officer! 
 

Friends of Jordan officer elections are right around the corner in mid-February, 
and we encourage you to consider running for a position. Several current 
officers are stepping down or hoping to switch positions, and FOJ could 
benefit from new people serving as officers.  
 

Below is a brief summary of the positions. Send your nominations to Gina at 
membership@friendsofjordan.org, and feel free to contact any officer for a 
more detailed description of what’s involved. 
 

President. Defines goals, leads the group, calls meetings, and liaises with the 
Embassy, the National Peace Corps Association (NPCA), and the community 
at large. Rose, our current president, says, “Seeing FOJ move forward is 

always rewarding for me, but one of the highlights is getting to work with a 

great group towards goals similar to my own.” (Cont’d on p. 2) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

(continued from page 1) 

Vice President. Assists the President with strategic planning and organization, and helps other officers with 
their duties as needed. Current VP, Kathleen, says “As VP, I’ve been able to dabble in just about every 

position, which has been valuable experience and makes me appreciate what they do.” 
 

Treasurer. Manages FOJ funds and records. Receives membership fees and donations, liaises with 
Membership Coordinator, and prepares quarterly financial reports. This year, Treasurer Camellia most 
enjoyed “…completing the IRS paperwork. I was also delighted to see the rise in donations--we have an 

excellent start on building a strong donor base.” 
 

Secretary. Maintains FOJ’s written records, including bylaws, annual reports, membership forms, and 
meeting minutes. Files necessary paperwork to preserve FOJ’s status with the State of Maryland, the IRS, 
and the NPCA. “I’m required to keep track of everything related to FOJ, and I’ve enjoyed learning what the 

officers do behind the scenes,” says our current secretary, Karina. 
 

Membership Coordinator. Conducts membership drives, liaises with members and non-members about 
joining/renewing, and maintains membership database. Gina has served in this position since FOJ started and 
claims “The highlight for me is seeing how many new members join our group, especially newly COSed 

volunteers. New RPCVs are motivated and excited to get involved and this makes my job worthwhile.” 
 

Program Coordinator. Oversees existing programs and leads design and implementation of new programs. 
Publicizes programs and encourages member participation. Maintains written records of program activity. 
David’s favorite moment in 2006 was “receiving a CD in the mail from Mike Greer (J9) that had more than 

50 pictures from the photography workshop and exhibit that FOJ supported with a small grant.” 
 

Fundraising Coordinator. Establishes annual fundraising goal and leads efforts to meet it. Caroline filled 
this new position in 2006 and says, “The best thing about being an FOJ officer is knowing that you can still 

have a positive impact in Jordan, no matter how long ago you served. FOJ is the perfect vehicle for this.” 
 

Newsletter Editor. Publishes a quarterly newsletter and gathers input from members and officers.  
 

Webmaster. Maintains the FOJ website and relationship with our web hosting service. Our webmaster Kae 
reflected, “Today, as I watch world politics unfold, I feel better knowing that I help foster volunteers’ cross 

cultural relationships through FOJ. It seems small and insignificant, but just posting content on the web 

reaches all three goals of Peace Corps.”   

Mike Greer (J9) illustrates the importance of winding the camera to students as part of his FOJ-
supported Photography Workshop project. Right, his students learn to display pictures through the 
viewfinder. For more on the photography workshop and the exhibition in Amman, visit our program 
pages online under Completed Projects.  

 



    
 

 

Arabic Language Corner – ا������ �	
 زاو�� ا�
Your quarterly connection to news and miscellaneous tidbits 

on the ever-intriguing Arabic language 

 
As the English language becomes more common in Jordan 
and as international influences increase in strength, the 
Jordanian Prime Minister issues a circular on the correct 
usage of Arabic 
http://www.jordanembassyus.org/11022006002.htm  

- - - - - - - - - 
Did you know that Arabic is the fifth most spoken language in 
the world? It has more native speakers than Portuguese, 
Russian, and Japanese, and follows Mandarin, Hindi, English, 
and Spanish in the ranking. (Source: National Geographic 
Atlas of the World, 8th Edition) 

- - - - - - - - - 
Did you know that these English words come from or are 
related to Arabic? 
 
admiral – from amir-al-bahr/ا��� ا���� (commander of the sea) 
algebra – from al jabr/ ا���� (reunion) 
almanac – from al-manaakh/ ا����خ (the climate) 
gerbil – from al-yerbooa/ ا�����ع (desert rat) 

spinach – from al-sabanekh/ ا����ن� 

Program Coordinator’s Corner 

David Rosenberg (J2) 
 

This fall was a bit slow with small grant applications, but this gave me the opportunity to request a few 
straggling project reports and start planning for the coming year. In 2006, FOJ awarded $1,550 through 14 
grants that local communities matched with about $650 of in-kind contributions. 15 different FOJ members 
volunteered their time and suggestions to review grant applications. Page 7 of this newsletter shows the 
locations of grant awards, and further details (and pictures!) are now posted on the FOJ program webpage. 
These results are fabulous; let's keep this going! 
 

Second, a big thanks to everyone who completed the membership survey (see article, p1), and particularly to 
a subset of seven individuals who are also volunteering their time and efforts to develop maps, fact sheets, a 
power-point template, presentation-friendly Arab and Jordanian food recipes, and a gallery of Jordan-related 
photos that will become the educational and awareness materials. On a personal note, the survey results 
provided me with much needed motivation and encouragement to continue the programming work. And I 
look forward to working closely with more of you to help us reach our program goals in 2007. Look for the 
educational materials to be available on the FOJ website in March (Ensha-allah!). 
 

And third, the Peace Corps-Jordan office notified me that the J10 volunteers have their in-service training in 
late February and that FOJ small grants will be one topic of mention. So, expect to see a significant upturn in 
small grant applications this spring. 
 

As always, I look forward to hearing your programming and other suggestions. Please email me if you want 
to get more involved to run the small grants program, develop materials for the educational packet, or in 
some other way even if you are not yet sure. I look forward to hearing from you! 

FOJ links to Jordan and 

PCV blogs! 
 

Read blogs from Jordan PCVs at 
www.friendsofjordan.org/blogs  

 

Email Kae 
(webmaster@friendsofjordan.org) to have 

FOJ link to your blog. 

Share your PHOTOS of 

Jordan! 
 

Have a picture of Jordan that you would 
like to make available to other FOJ  

members? 
Email it to: pictures@friendsofjordan.org 

and include a caption and a date. 
 

We will post pictures in a photo gallery 
for members to use in their  

education and awareness activities. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

This Issue’s HOTLINKS!    Check out 

these links for more information about 

Peace Corps, Jordan, and more! 
 

“Voluntourism promoted in Jordan,” December 20, 2006, 
http://www.jordanembassyus.org/12202006002.htm 
 

“Red-Dead canal feasibility study launched,” December 11, 
2006, http://www.jordanembassyus.org/12112006003.htm 
 

Petra nominated as one of the new Seven Wonders of the World, 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/6269207.stm 
 

“Washington indicates Amman’s peaceful nuclear plans 
acceptable,” January 21, 2007, 
http://www.jordanembassyus.org/01212007001.htm 

Reflections Upon Completing my Service… 

Ashley Bates, J8 (September 2004 – September 2006) 
 

As I complete and reflect upon my Peace Corps service, I feel both saddened and privileged to have 
worked in a region that evokes such fierce international controversy. Cross-cultural communication has 
become vital and I wish to contribute my understanding of local perspectives on the issues that both divide 
and bind us. The following narrative is a composite of experiences I have had with multiple Jordanian 
women over two enlightening years in Jordan. During this time, I lived with a Muslim host family and 
organized classes and leadership camps at the girls youth center where I worked. On a daily basis, I chatted 
with girls and women about familial, communal, and international events affecting their lives. This piece is 
intended to convey social and political views expressed to me by some, but not all, women from my 
community. 

*** 
Imagine that you are a devout Muslim mother living a typical Jordanian life.  
 
Every day you ride the bus from your mountainside village to the nearby town where you work. You have 
formed a close friendship with Ashley, a Peace Corps volunteer who has served in your community for the 
past two years. You have come to understand Ashley’s fast-paced work style and lively personality; you 
accept and celebrate her individuality. Ashley’s family has allowed her to live alone in a foreign country. 
She can sleep at friends’ houses, choose her own husband, and pursue any profession she desires. Her 
world is not your world, and that’s all right.  
 
Your tranquil life in a traditional community is in stark contrast to the wars raging in neighboring Muslim 
countries. You feel perplexed and disgusted by American and Israeli diplomats waxing eloquently on the 
television screen about “regret for unintended casualties.” (continued on page 5) 

NPCA Part of Building Bridges 

Campaign 

Kevin Quigley, NPCA President 
 

NPCA is joining numerous like-
minded organizations in support of 
the Building Bridges Campaign. As 
the need to increase dialogue and 
cooperation between the United 
States and people of different 
countries grows, the Brookings 

Institution Initiative on 

International Volunteering and 

Service seeks to explore ways in 
which the culture of volunteerism can 
help enhance global understanding 
and security. The Building Bridges 
Campaign has an ambitious goal—to 
double the number of Americans that 
volunteer overseas every year.  Visit 
http://www.brookings.edu/global/vol
unteer to learn more. 
 

 

NEXT COS CONFERENCE:  May 21 – 23, 2007 



(continued from page 4) In Jordanian culture, anger is expressed openly, not with wooden, detached 
political speeches. Arabic news stations report the carnage and devastation that war imparts; when you 
turned to BBC News one night, you saw exhaustive coverage of wealthy foreigners being evacuated from 
Beirut. Lebanese President Lahoud must be right— many westerners do ascribe less value to Muslim lives.  
 
When Ashley told you that Americans often believe Arab women are “oppressed" you fervently 
challenged this viewpoint. While you are passionate about some women’s rights issues—the right of 
women to drive a car, the right of women to a university education, the right of women to approach the 
Kabbah at Mecca—you generally feel that most women in Jordan are free enough. In addition, you believe 
that with western freedom comes the sexual promiscuity, alcoholism, and impiety that you see every night 
on American television programs. You believe Jordanian culture and religion are superior in this regard.  
You trust that Ashley is unusually virtuous and spiritual despite her freedom to participate in immoral 
activities.   
 
If Jordan were fully democratic, you suspect that Islamic fundamentalists would impose a strict theocracy.  
Instead, Jordanian security forces keep a tight reign on unrest, and the government promotes social 
programs that encourage moderate, secular thinking. You lived through your country’s “Black September,” 
when a violent civil war broke out between Jordanians and Palestinians and was squelched by the late King 
Hussein. Tension is bubbling just below the surface, and while you may privately question your king’s 
affinity with the West, you want a bright future for your children. Stability and peace will always be far 
more important to you than political or social freedom.   
 
When Zarqawi-sponsored terrorists bombed hotels in Amman, you called Ashley in tears to make sure that 
she and her friends were safe. Every time there is any mention of September 11th, you insist that Muslims 
who kill innocent people are not true Muslims. Nevertheless, you felt a sense of triumph when Hamas won 
the Palestinian election, when Hezbollah declared victory in Lebanon, and when Ahmadinejad repeatedly 
refused to give in to America’s demands. You love watching Saddam Hussein mock the legitimacy of the 
Iraqi court and you keep a secret picture of him in your wallet. You were embarrassed when Ashley saw 
the picture because you know that he killed innocent people. Even so, you believe that the unruly Iraqi 
people needed a harsh dictator and you are proud that Saddam continues to stand up for Arab dignity 
despite his personal defeat.   
 
Now you watch the news and you learn of the Pope’s accusation that Islam possesses a tendency towards 
violence. First the Danish cartoons lampooning the Prophet Mohammed and now this. If western 
“freedom” means attacking and insulting your religion, then you do not want it. You read the text of the 
Pope’s speech and cannot comprehend his call for “rationality.” Does rationality mean calm in the face of 
gross injustice? How can there be rationality when Muslims across the Middle East are suffering and dying 
under Israeli and American occupation? Which civilization is the violent one? 
 
Invariably, your brief outrage at the Pope’s comments and passing engagement with the nightly news is 
interrupted by more pressing concerns. You call a friend to inquire about a potential wife for your son, you 
visit an aunt in the hospital, and you prepare dinner for your children. Your husband spends more time 
watching the news and discussing the issues with his friends. Like many men in the community, he has 
become addicted to the news; each new Middle East crisis brings more rage and wounded pride. Often, 
your husband professes his willingness to fight, but he too is grateful that surrounding conflicts have not 
hit Jordan. He does not want to fight but, if pushed far enough, he would. 
 
Like millions of Arab citizens, you are not unreasonable, unreachable, or incomprehensible. Your life and 
thinking follow a logic that few westerners choose to consider, value, or understand. You love Ashley as 
your own daughter and you respect her lifestyle as she respects yours. You sense no “clash of 
civilizations,” only a clash of perspectives that is increasingly deepened and poisoned by politics. 



FOJ Member News 

 
J2  
Paul Sippola’s life in 2006 included these highlights: meeting Alice Cooper while on holiday in New 
York City; catching a humongous northern pike in Canada’s Quetico waterways; and experimenting with 
Indian cooking. 
 
J3 
Margaret DeLorme Sollitto, living in Pasadena, California, is taking advantage of some time off her 
work as a library and media teacher to take a beginning Arabic course at UCLA. Her excellent Egyptian 
professor, two textbooks, and complimentary DVDs are making learning easy. After struggling with the 
language while in Jordan, her success is very gratifying. She can’t wait to visit the village and converse 
with everyone in Arabic! 
 
J7 
Naureen Mohammad is living in Washington, DC and has just started a joint degree at Georgetown 
University in Masters of Science in Foreign Service and Law. And yes, she brought back her three-legged 
cat from Jordan, and he's happy in DC! 
 
Jeremy Vann is living in Chicago and studying for his Masters degree in Public Health at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago. 
  
Let everyone know what you are up to!   Share your news and catch up with other members.  Send the following 
information to fojordan@yahoo.com with the subject line “FOJ News.” 

• First Name 
• Last Name (and surname before marriage, if different) 
• Mailing Address, City, State, Zip 
• Email Address 
• Employer 
• Title 

• Your News 

 

New PC Jordan Staff! 
 
A new Country Director, still 
unannounced, is to arrive mid-May 
before Darcy O’Neill leaves in June 
 
The new Program and Training 

Officer (PTO) is Mr. Thomas 
Gerhardt, former PTO in Peace Corps 
Philippines. 
 
Remember Sultan Dalbouh? He is the 
new Training Manager and Pre-

Service Training Director 

Do you have a good Jordanian recipe? 

 

Have a Jordanian or Arab food dish you want to share? 
Email it to: cookbook@friendsofjordan.org 

 
FOJ will include presentation-friendly recipes in the 

educational packet or in an upcoming FOJ  
cook book/fundraiser. 

Shop for Peace Corps apparel and merchandise    
 

A number of Peace Corps-related clothing and gift items are 
now available for online purchase through NPCA’s new 

merchandise site: http://www.cafepress.com/pcorpsconnect. 
All purchases support the NPCA’s advocacy, global 

education and Peace Corps community building efforts. 



  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMAIL CONTACT INFORMATION for the Friends of Jordan Officers 

 
Rose Heil, President                                                              president@friendsofjordan.org 
Kathleen Sheridan, Vice President                       vicepresident@friendsofjordan.org 

Karina O’Meara, Secretary              secretary@friendsofjordan.org   
Camellia El-Antably, Treasurer                                treasurer@friendsofjordan.org  

Caroline Mansi, Fundraising Coordinator              fundraising@friendsofjordan.org   
Gina Cabrera-Farraj, Membership Coordinator          membership@friendsofjordan.org  
David Rosenberg, Program Coordinator                            program@friendsofjordan.org 
Allison Freedman, Newsletter Editor                              newsletter@friendsofjordan.org 
Kae Gerhard, Webmaster                             webmaster@friendsofjordan.org 
 

You can also reach all officers together at fojordan@friendsofjordan.org. 
 



 

 

 

FRIENDS OF JORDAN ASSOCIATION – NEW AND RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Contact Information  

(New and Renewing Members) 

Peace Corps Service Information  

(New Members Only – if applicable) 

 
Name:   
 
Address:       
 
City, State, Zip:    
 
Phone:*       
 
Email:    

 
Years Served in Peace Corps:  
 
Site in Jordan:  
 
Training Group Number (J1, J2, J3, etc.):  
 
   
 
Type of Volunteer:  

Nat’l Peace Corps Assn. Number:     (Renewing Members of NPCA Only) 
 
Current Employer or Profession:*       (New and Renewing Members) 
 

        *optional information 

 
Please check all items that apply: 

 
� I would like to renew my affiliation with the Friends of Jordan for one year and am enclosing a check for $15 or $25 for 

family (to extend my membership for one year).  
 
� I would like to renew my affiliation with the Friends of Jordan for three years and am enclosing a check for $45 for an 

individual or $75 for a family (to extend my membership for three years). 
 
�  I would like to renew my membership with the National Peace Corps Association and am enclosing an additional $35 for 

a total amount of $50 for a one year membership (NPCA no longer provides three year memberships). 
 

� I agree to allow Friends of Jordan Association to share the information I have provided with other Association members 
for networking purposes only. I understand that Friends of Jordan will not transfer, sell, or make this information 
available to any outside party except when required by law.  [Please check to be included in the FOJ Networking List.] 

 
� I am interested to further help with the Association’s activities and participate by:       

                                                    
Please make checks payable to the “Friends of Jordan.”  Checks and the membership form should be mailed to: 

 
Friends of Jordan Association, c/o Camellia El-Antably, 314 E 1st Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82001 



Friends of Jordan Association 

Donation Form 
 
To donate to the Friends of Jordan Association (FOJ), please fill out the form below. Enclose with your 
donation and mail care of the Treasurer at the address at the bottom of this form. Please make sure to indicate 
how you wish the Treasurer to classify the source of the donation and whether you will allow FOJ to 
publicize your name in connection with the donation. If a donation is greater than $100, you may specify use 
(if any) for the donation (for example, for a specific program, activity, or purpose). 
 

 

Name:      

 

Address (to send receipt):       

 

City, State, Zip, Country:       

 

Donation Amount:       Date:       

 
Recognition: 

   I allow FOJ to publicize my name in connection with the donation 
   I wish to remain anonymous 
 

Specifications for Use (only for donations above $100): 

       

 

 
Donations are tax-deductible. The Treasurer will mail a letter acknowledging the donation amount and date. 
Please retain the letter as verification for tax-reporting purposes. FOJ may publicize contributor names and 
contribution ranges (only for donors desiring such recognition). Otherwise, FOJ will retain information for 
use in legally required reporting and only release donation totals classified by sources. Donation totals may 
also be reported from time to time in the newsletter. 
 

Thanks again for donating to the Friends of Jordan Association 
 
                                                                                               

Please make donations payable to the “Friends of Jordan Association” and mail donations and the 

completed donation form to: 

 
Friends of Jordan Association 

c/o Treasurer, Camellia El-Antably 
314 E 1st Ave 

Cheyenne, WY 82001 USA 
 


