
I had never heard of Sister Cit-
ies International (SCI), so when 
Jennifer Oliver, the program 
manager of the Islamic Partner-
ship Initiative at SCI, relayed to 
me their mission, I was de-
lighted to find it is similar to 
goals of Friends of Jordan and 
that SCI has three Jordan-US 
city relationships.  SCI’s mis-
sion is to “promote peace 
through mutual respect, under-
standing, and cooperation – one 
individual, one community at a 
time.” 

 

 SCI is a non-profit organiza-
tion that fosters partnerships 
between US cities and most 
countries around the world.  
The partnerships SCI supports 
in Jordan are Chicago, Illinois-
Amman; Birmingham, Ala-
bama-Karak; and Miami, Flor-
ida-Amman.  On the Sister 
Cities website, you can click on 
any part of the world to find 
cities where partnerships exist.  
Check out the state you live in, 

it’s amazing how many exist! 

 

 Partnerships focus on activities 

and exchanges that promote 

sustainable development, arts 

and culture, youth and educa-

tion, and humanitarian assis-

tance.  In Jordan, the range of 

communities that exist there 

combined with supportive 

American and Jordanian em-

bassies and a wide possibility 

of economic development pro-

jects are a few reasons why SCI 

promotes relationships there.  

There are many interesting 
opportunities for FOJ members 
to be aware of within SCI.  
Their organization offers the 
opportunity for travel to Jordan.  
SCI is planning a visit to Jordan 
this March for both sightseeing 
and to strengthen networks.  
Jenny reminded me it is also a 

way to stay connected with 
Jor-

dan.  If you live close to one of 
the current cities that have part-
nerships with Jordan, check out 
what’s happening with that 
group, and if you don’t live 
close to one of the current part-
nerships, SCI will provide the 
resources and know how to 
start a new city partnership. 

 

 Jenny said that SCI is hoping 
to create more partnerships in 
Jordan.  Her organization is 

SCI fosters partnerships in 
dozens of communities 
around the world. 

Sister Cities International 
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myself  at  

program@friendsofjordan.org 

or Kathleen Sheridan at  

president@friendsofjordan.org.  

 

looking for Americans and 
Jordanians that are motivated to 
start or participate in these part-
nerships.  For Jordanians, a 
Sister City partnership offers a 
chance to see what a US com-
munity is like, to promote their 
culture to the US, to get assis-
tance with economic and mu-
nicipal issues, and to some-
times even travel and attend 
conferences. 

 

 Since learning about Sister 
Cities International, I’ve asked 
friends and colleagues if 

they’ve ever heard of this or-
ganization.  Many have, and 
some have even participated in 
a partnership in a town where 
they lived.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can serve in the position 

which means, come elections 

in March, we are in need of a 

new program coordinator to 

oversee the Small Grants Pro-

gram and to develop new pro-

grams. If this position inter-

ests you, please email either 

We've seen only a trickle of 

small grant applications over 

the last few months which has 

given me some time to tie up 

loose ends as I approach the 

end of three years serving as 

the program coordinator. This 

is the maximum allowed time 

Fashion of Arabia, a Chi-
cago—Amman ex-
change, featured local 
high school students 
modeling traditional 
dress. Photo courtesy of 
SCI 

Program Coordinator’s Corner 
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communities.  NPCA is hoping 
that NPCW activities will raise 
awareness about Peace Corps 
mission and the communities 
that are impacted by PC ser-
vice.  New this year, NPCA 
will be piloting a bulletin board 
to post events associated with 
NPCW.  Members can send 
their events to 
pcweek@peacecorps.gov to be 

posted on the website. 

 

For more information, please 
visit: 

www.peacecorps.gov/pcweek 

Please check the website for 
up-to-date information on 
Peace Corps Week news and 
events. 

The National Peace Corps As-
sociation is happy to announce 
that National Peace Corps 
Week activities will be taking 
place from February 25—
March 3, 2008.   

Peace Corps offices, returned  
volunteers and affiliate groups 
across the country will be host-
ing awareness activities in their 

NPCA News: Peace Corps Week 

Sister Cities International 
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Interested in more 

information?  Contact 

Jenny at joliver@sister-

cities.org or visit http://

www.sister-cities.org/. 
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also held the PST Language 
Coordinator position. In 2002 
she became a full time Peace 
Corps staff person and worked 
as the Assistant to the Training 
Manager.  From 2004 until 
2006 Lana was  employed as 
the Training Manager and did 
an outstanding job planning and 
organizing all Peace Corps 
training events. Besides her 
Peace Corps experience, Lana 
has worked as a classroom 
teacher and holds a degree in 
English literature from Yar-
mouk University. 

 

 Starting in January Lana will 
take on the full responsibilities 
of the TEFL Program Manager. 
Given her experience and 
knowledge of the Jordan pro-
gram I am confident that our 
Education project will continue 
to be effective. If you want to 
wish Lana good luck her e-mail 
address is:  

lmomani@jo.peacecorsp.gov 

Programming for 2008 

It is difficult to believe, but we 
are starting the process of pre-
paring for the next group of 
volunteers who will be arriving 
at the beginning of July 2008! 
My goodness it seems like we 
just sworn in the  J-11s!  

 

Preparing for a group is a huge 
task. First, about 18 months ago 
we determined how many and 
what type of Trainees we 
wanted for the J-12 group. 
Right now our request is for a 
total of 40 Trainees; 20 TEFL 
folks, 10  SPEDers and 10 YD 
Trainees. There should be 25 
females and 15 males. We 
would be willing to accept up 
to five married couples, but 
married couples are hard to 
come by these days.  Once we 
know how many people to ex-
pect we start looking for appro-
priate sites. This is the Program 
Manager’s responsibility and 
we have criteria and guidelines 
on how a site should be  

In anticipation of the on-

slaught of small grant applica-

tions we expect for the Spring 

and Summer, I would like to 

firm up our reviewer data-

base. Please send me an email 

(program@friendsofjordan.or

g) if you are willing and inter-

ested to review grant applica-

tions for the coming year. 

Reviews generally take about 

45 minutes, we ask that you 

complete them in 7-days time 

(to stick to our 2 - 4 week 

time for providing funding 

decisions to applicants), and 

are a great way to see current 

volunteer activities and pro-

vide applicants with construc-

tive feedback to help improve 

their projects. Again, please 

send me an email if you'd like 

to help review grant applica-

tions. 

I look forward to hearing 

from you. 

 

David 

program@friendsofjordan.org 

 

 

 

 

New TEFL Program  

Manager: 

As some of you may already 
know, our distinguished TEFL 
Program Manager, Zain Al 
Shara has left her position with 
Peace Corps. Over the past few 
months we have been involved 
with the search and selection 
process for someone to replace 
her. We have recently com-
pleted this process and I am 
very pleased to announce that 
we have selected a candidate 
with extensive Peace Corps 
experience and a demonstrated 
commitment to Peace Corps 
Jordan. The new Program Man-
ager for the TEFL program is 
Lana Momani. 

 

 Many of you know Lana as the 
Executive Assistant to the 
Country Director; however, she 
has been working with Peace 
Corps since 1997. Lana began 
her Peace Corps employment as 
a PST Language Instructor and 

Peace Corps Jordan Updates 
T O M  G E RH A RD T ,  P C  J O R D AN   
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PC Jordan is pleased to 

announce that Lana 

Momani is the new TEFL 

Program Manager!  
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identified and developed.  After 
we have an initial list, the 
names of the communities are 
sent to the Jordan security au-
thorities and they review them 
and provide recommendations 
regarding whether we should 
place a PCV in a specific com-
munity. A majority of the time, 
if the security folks recommend 
not putting a volunteer in a 
community we scratch it off the 
list. This is one of the reasons 
we submit more sites than we 
have new PCVs. After the pro-
spective sites are approved, we 

start a series of community 
meetings. We hold a meeting in 
each community to explain 
what Peace Corps is and dis-
cuss what role the Volunteer 
assigned in that community will 
play. Based on the response and 
feeling we get from the com-
munity meetings, we develop a 
short list of possible sites. 
Meanwhile, while this is all 
going on we are selecting PST 
staff, determining and refining 
our training competencies, 
identifying PST villages and 
host families.  Jeez,  I am ex-

hausted just talking about it! 
Remember all this is going on 
while we are dealing with all 
the day to day volunteer sup-
port activities.  In this process 
we seek input from currently 
serving PCVs. What makes for 
an effective program and good 
site selection is the staff, volun-
teers and host agency partners 
working together.  

Photo taken by Andrea 
Leinberger-Jabari, 2007 

Minneapolis, MN for the past 4 
years. 

 

Congratulations are in order for 
David Rosenberg (J2) who 
recently completed his PhD 
dissertation in water resource 
management!  He will be join-
ing the Civil and Environ-
mental Engineering faculty at 
Utah State University in Logan 
this July. 

 

Another J2, Thomas Sabol, has 

recently accepted a position 
with the Department of Defense 
as a Biologist working at Camp 
Pendleton in southern Califor-
nia. 

 

Michael Greer (J9), who cur-
rently lives in Michigan is plan-
ning on moving back East to 
begin graduate studies in Inter-
national Education.  Check out 
his photography website 
www.globalgreer.com which 
features lots of photos from 
Jordan. 

 

Andrea Leinberger-Jabari 
(J3) has been happily working 
as a Program Manager respon-
sible for Somali refugee health 
programming at a non-profit in 

Member News!!! 

Peace Corps Jordan Update 
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Have you recently gotten 

married, had a baby or just 

have some interesting news to 

share?  Email us at 

newsletter@friendsofjordan.org 

Page 4 

Jordan Hotlinks 

http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_jordan.html 
National Geographic information about Jordan, cool pics and an article about Petra as one of the new 
seven wonders of the world. 
 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1Bh2eww964 
YouTube video titled “Bedouism” produced by Zafir Younis and Abeer Seikaly, members of the Amman 
Film Cooperative.  This is the video that accompanies the song of the same title off of the album 
“Bedouism”which is a collection of contemporary songs composed by up and coming Jordanian artists.  If 
you would like to sample more from “Bedouism” go to: http://bedouism.calabashmusic.com/.  

Photo taken by Andrea 
Leinberger-Jabari, 2007 



ion, sumac, salt, pepper and 
enough oil to coat all lightly.  
Saute onion mixture in a fry 
pan until soft (may need to add 
more oil to pan).  Lay bread on 
cookie sheet, top with chicken 
and onion.  Bake in oven for 
10—15 minutes or until bread 
is crispy.  Cut into quarters and 
serve. 

Captain Abu Raed 

This film captured the World 

Cinema Audience Award and 

is a story about a janitor( Abu 

Raed) who works at the 

Queen Alia International Air-

port. He longs to travel but 

only experiences it vicari-

ously by reading and through 

brief encounters with travel-

lers at the airport. One day 

Abu Raed finds a captain's hat 

in the trash and wears it 

home. He is spotted by a 

young boy who thinks he is a 

pilot and asks to hear stories 

of his travels. Happy for the 

company and attention, Abu 

Raed tells the boy and his 

friends fictional stories from 

around the globe. 

 

Recycle 

Won the World Cinematogra-

phy Award. The film is a 

documentary and follows Abu 

Amer, an ex-mujahadeen re-

turned from Afghanistan who 

drives his truck through the 

narrow, crowded streets of 

Zarka to collect cardboard 

boxes which he then recycles 

in an effort to eke out an in-

come to support his family. 

Interwoven are interviews 

with neighbours of Al Qaida 

in Iraq leader Abu Musab Al 

Zarqawi (who was born and 

grew up in Zarka). The men 

discuss, jihad, extremism, 

Middle East politics, and the 

difficulties of life in Zarka. I 

thought the film did an excel-

lent job of capturing the vi-

brant yet 

chaotic 

pace of life on the streets of 

Zarka.  

 

Under the Bombs 

This film is a documen-

tary/narrative account of what 

happens after Israel bombed 

Lebanon for 34 days in the 

summer of 2006. Zeina re-

turns to Beirut from abroad on 

the day of the ceasefire, meets 

the cabdriver Tony, and the 

two depart on a perilous drive 

to Southern Lebanon to 

search for Zeina's missing 

sister and son. 

Salt and pepper 

Flat bread (khobes thaboon) 

Or pita bread 

 

Preheat oven to 350 F.  Take 
chicken and pull meat off of the 
bones and shred into bite size 
pieces.  Slice onion into thin 
slices.  Combine in a bowl on-

This is a great recipe for left 
over chicken. 

You will need: 

Left over cooked chicken, 
shredded 

1—2 onions, cut into thin slices 

1/2 cup sumac 

Olive oil 

Individual sized mousakhan 
pizza. Photo taken by Andrea 
Leinberger-Jabari, 2007 

Scene from Captain Abu Raed 
filmed on location in Am-
man. Photo courtesy of Paper 
& Pen Productions 

Quick and easy Mousakhan 
A N D R E A  L E I N B E R G E R - J A BA R I  

Jordanian Films Celebrated at Sundance 
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Captain Abu Raed http://

www.captainaburaed.com/ 

Recycle http://www.recyclethemovie.com/ 

Under the Bombs http://

www.underthebombs.com/ 
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Program Coordinator, David Rosenberg, stopped in at the Sundance Film Festival in Park 
City, Utah and found three films about the Middle East (two in Jordan) capturing the spot-
light. 







 

 

Marhabtain! is a quarterly publication of the Friends of 

Jordan Association. 

 

If you have an interesting story, recipe, photo or anything 

you would like to share with the members of Friends of 

Jordan, please send us your submissions.  You can email 

your submissions or ideas to:  

newsletter@friendsofjordan.org. 

Marhabtain! 
 

We’re on the web 

www.friendsofjordan.org 

Email Contact Information for FOJ 2007 Officers 
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 Kathleen Sheridan, President                                                                         president@friendsofjordan.org 

Karina O’Meara, Vice President                                 vicepresident@friendsofjordan.org 

Rose Kyprianou, Secretary                secretary@friendsofjordan.org  

Camellia El-Antably, Treasurer                                   treasurer@friendsofjordan.org  

Naureen Mohammad, Fundraising Coordinator                        fundraising@friendsofjordan.org  

Rebbecca Jordan, Membership Coordinator                       membership@friendsofjordan.org  

David Rosenberg, Program Coordinator                                program@friendsofjordan.org 

Andrea Leinberger-Jabari, Newsletter Editor                     newsletter@friendsofjordan.org 

Kae Gerhard, Webmaster                                          webmaster@friendsofjordan.org  

 
 You can also reach all of us at fojordan@friendsofjordan.com 


