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S U M M E R  2 0 1 1  

Salaam from the FOJ Officers! 
Summer is here, bringing heat, humidity, and the 
memories of the cute kids and crazy camps that 
make up a PCV Jordan’s summer. This edition of 
Marhabtain will highlight the Brain Camp Parent’s 
Workshop, an FOJ project that grew into a TedTalk 
lecture. We will also introduce the new FOJ officers 
and highlight upcoming fundraising events. Finally, 
we will introduce the artwork of Carla Grossklaus, a 
J9 who documented the unique moments of PC 
service through hilarious cartoons.  
We hope that you are keeping cool and having a 
wonderful summer! 
 We would also like your opinions and feedback. 
How can FOJ keep in better connect with you and 
other members? What would make the newsletter 
more interesting? Let us know! We’d love to hear 
from you at newsletter@foj.org. 

Sincerely, 
Bess Nuland, J10 and the FOJ Officers 
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Completed Projects: Brain Camp   
Parents’ Workshop 

 

Volunteers:Shaylyn Garrett, James Garrett     Governorate: Balqa’ 

Locations:Salt, Khalida Al-Qurashiya School  Date: May 2011 

The Brain Camp Parents Workshop was conceived as a response to parents and teachers 

repeatedly asking me–a young, childless PCV–for advice about how to prepare their children for 

school and how to support them in their studies.  It was also the natural outgrowth of Brain Camp, a 

curriculum for teaching critical thinking to Jordanian students.  We wondered how we could teach 

parents to start promoting critical thinking early and to use the same tools we have been teaching 

students. 

  
The workshop consisted of three sessions in 

which parents were taught through Arabic 

PowerPoint slides, then participated in 

activities and discussions to solidify what they 

learned.  Day one focused on the attitudinal 

aspects of learning.  We taught the 

importance of “mindset,” or a child’s beliefs 

about their own intelligence, and how parents 

can choose praise language and at-home 

activities that improve achievement motivation in their students.  We challenged parents to re-think 

the deterministic attitudes that pervade Jordanian culture, and gave them concrete tools for how to 

teach their children that “you are only as smart as you try.”  Parents went home with simple games 

and activities that encourage patience and persistence. 

 

Day two was devoted to teaching parents about the physical aspects of the learning process–how the 

brain works, how challenge promotes brain growth, and how they can foster early brain development 

in their children.  We talked about nutrition, sleep, drinking water, and limiting television time. 
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We also helped parents practice methods of homework help that promote challenge and critical 

thinking rather than simple completion of assignments.  Parents went home with basic templates 

of how to help their children study through brain-stimulating games and challenges rather than 

simply repetition and memorization. 
 

Finally, on day three, parents learned about the critical importance of reading in promoting school 

readiness, critical thinking, and love of learning.  Parents learned about scientific studies showing the 

effects of non-academic reading on achievement, and they learned how to select books for their kids, 

how to set up reading routines, and how to read together in a fun, interactive way.  They watched a 

video by a Jordanian woman who is promoting reading throughout the kingdom, and listened to a 

presentation by the school librarian about how their kids can check out books.  Each parent went 

home with three books in Arabic and English to help them establish a culture of reading in their 

homes. 

  

Funds were used for the purchase of books, games, and homework help supplies, as well as the 

production of DVDs containing the workshop slides and lecture material.  Participants included 

parents and teachers. 

The response to the workshop was overwhelmingly positive, with parents eagerly seizing the 

information and coming back each day with small success stories of how what we taught is working 

for them.  Parents reported never having learned about the importance of reading, and reported a 

change in their children’s’ attitudes about books once they introduced the “reading for fun, not for 

studying” concept at home.  Overall,it was a great and inspiring success! 
 
 To learn more about the Brain Camp 

and discover how Shaylyn and James 

Garrett turned their FOJ project into a 

lecture at the Dead Sea Ted talks, 

check out: 

http://www.tedxdeadsea.com/?p=1767 
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President: Vanessa DeBruyn, J9 

I served as a TEFL volunteer in Doqara, Jordan from 2005-
07.  My favorite places in Jordan include Wadi Rum, Wadi 
Dana, Wadi Mujeb, and of course, my village!  My favorite 
activities in Jordan include cooking and eating mansef, 
drinking tea in the desert, and picking olives with my host 
family and neighbors.  After returning to the States in 2007, 
I received my MA in Arab Studies from Georgetown 
University's School of Foreign Service; currently, I work as 
a State contractor at the Foreign Service Institute.  I am 
excited to support Peace Corps’ third goal as President of 
Friends of Jordan, and I look forward to working with 
current PCVs and their small grant projects, as well as 
RPCVs and other members of FOJ.  Salaam! 
 

Vice-President: Gloria Lee, J12 

Gloria has lived in the DC area most of her life, minus the times that 
wanderlust has taken over. Having pursued degrees in theatre and 
education, she hopes to use both in the future in some mysterious, 
TBD fashion. As she is trying to discover this, she aspires to become 
a master skydiver one day...preferably once she no longer owes the 
government a crazy amount of money for her aforementioned 
education. While her time in Jordan seems like a thing of the distant 
past, she has yet to forget the deliciousness of village-made 
mansef. Gloria is thrilled about the coming year with Friends of 
Jordan. 
 
 

Treasurer: Natasha Marwah, J10 

           Meet Your 2011-2012 FOJ Officers 

Natasha Marwah is FOJ's new treasurer and 
served in Jordan from '06-'08.  A volunteer 
in Southern Karak, Natasha was known for 
her slightly unhealthy consumption of 
twinkies in the schoolyard and her loyal fur 
ball companion, Jackbunny.  She currently 
lives in Washington DC and can be regularly 
found working in the forests and deserts of 
Jordan and Morocco, running towards baby 
goats and barbary apes...  
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Webmaster: Tighe 
Flannagan, J10 
 
This is Tighe Flanagan's 
second term as the FOJ 
webmaster. He served in 
Jordan as an English teacher 
from '06-'08 where he learned 
to love things that taste like a 
goat smells (yes, that would 
be rock-hard jameed and 
Umm Mahammad's home 
made yogurt), as well as 
using Bedouin Arabic when 
chatting up taxi drivers in 
Amman. Tighe is currently in 
the middle of a master's 
degree in Arab Studies at 
Georgetown University in  
Arab Studies at Georgetown 
University in Washington, 
DC, where he still gets in 
trouble for his Jordanian 
accent. 
 

 
 Program Coordinator: 

Kevin Schott, J11 
 
This is Kevin’s second year with 
Friends of Jordan serving as the 
Program coordinator.  He was a 
TEFL volunteer serving from 
2007-2009 in Hashmieh, 
Ajloun.  After coming home he 
returned to his favorite city of 
Philadelphia and continued 
where he left off working in 
museum education.  He is 
currently an exhibit content 
developer at the University of 
Pennsylvania Museum of 
Anthropology and Archaeology 
(where you can find the world’s 
2nd largest crystal ball and 
3rd largest sphinx).  He is also 
on the faculty of the 
HomeSkooled Gallery (where 
he is known both for bartending 
and buildingblanket forts). 
 

Membership 
Coordinator: Rachel 
Clearly, J11 
 
My name is Rachel Cleary, and I 
have just joined Friends of Jordan 
as the membership coordinator. I 
was a J-11 Special Education 
Volunteer placed near Karak in the 
village of Al-Khaldieh. I am 
currently finishing up my Masters 
in Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (TESOL) in 
Monterey, CA. My passions 
include taking spontaneous road 
trips, going wine tasting, and 
recruiting people to join me in 
these activities. 

 

Secretary: Jackie Dailey, J7 

As “SECRETARY for FRIENDS OF JORDAN” I have enjoyed the group’s 
efforts to make small grants to some very worthy activities planned by the 
volunteers in Jordan.  This is the third year I have served as secretary.  I 
served in the Karak District in the village of Ghwair.  Still enjoy hearing 
from the “family” and friends in Ghwair.  
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Fundraising Coordinator:  Neal Christiansen, J11 
 Neal (J11) served as an English teacher in 
Hussainiat, near Jerash, from 2007-2009. He originally hails 
from the small town of Los Banos in Central California. 
Currently, he and his fiancee (fellow J11 Linsey Meldrim) live 
in Washington, DC with two cats they adopted from Jordan. 
Neal recently earned his MA from Johns Hopkins School of 
Advanced International Studies. Continuing his quest to 
accumulate student loan debt and avoid getting a real job, he 
will enter Cornell Law School in Fall 2011. 
 

Newsletter Editor: Bess Nuland, J10 
 
Bess served as a special education volunteer in Ghor al Safi. During 
her two years in the Dead Sea Valley, she learned to endure 
extreme temperatures, fight the flies for her mansaf, and sing 
creative translations of “The Wheels of the Bus” to her students. 
After completing her service in Jordan, Bess moved to the small 
island of East Timor to help minimally educated youth find 
employment before moving to the even smaller (though 
significantly more populated) island of Manhattan to study 
International Educational Development at Columbia University. 
She is excited to continue to working on the newsletter this year! 

Cartoons by Clara Grossklaus, J9 
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Notes From Fundraising Officer Neal Christiansen  

The Islamic month of Ramadan is upon us, a time when people all around the world 
reflect on the value of generosity, patience, and community. Whether you served as a 
Peace Corps Volunteer in Jordan or are close to someone who did, you probably know 
what a special time Ramadan is. We encourage all of our members to take a few 
moments during this month to remember their time in Jordan, reconnect with Jordanian 
counterparts and friends, or perhaps share a delicious iftar dinner with RPCVs. 
 
In the spirit of the holiday, Friends of Jordan is hosting our third annual “Night-In” 
Fundraiser. Every year during Ramadan, we ask our members to spend an evening at 
home and, with the money they would have used for a night out, instead make a 
donation to Friends of Jordan. Your contributions support girls’ leadership camps, 
environmental conservation classes, and a host of other wonderful projects organized by 
current PCVs. This year we’ve set our goal even higher; between now and the end of 
August we want to raise $1000.  
 
To reach this target we’ve added a special incentive, the chance to win some great 
prizes direct from Jordan in our first-ever Ramadan Raffle! Contributors will be entered 
into a drawing, giving them the chance to win items that are sure to induce warm feelings 
of nostalgia, including: 
 
A variety of Jordanian spices and locally made soap 
A mansef inspired t-shirt and cowboy hat 
Kafayas 
Debka music 
(Plus some special mystery items...) 
 
The more you donate, the greater your odds of winning:Each $5 donation will earn 1 
ticket 
 
Tickets may also be purchased by non-Friends of Jordan members, so please let friends 
and family members know how they too can help support our mission and win some 
prizes. All contributions are tax-deductible. Only donations made on or before August 31 
will be eligible for the Raffle to be held on September 2-3. 
 
If you are interested in making a donation and entering the raffle, please 
visit:http://friendsofjordan.org/donate/ 
 
 
As always, thank you for your generous support! 
 
 


