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(St ill) Gett ing Things Done:   Empow ering Women’s Community NGOs in Jordan 

By Rob Mosrie 
When I served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Jordan from 1998 to 2000, I was one of the volunteers in just the 
second year of the program’s operation in Jordan (J2).  One of the development issues that became apparent to 
me during my service was that it was very difficult for grassroots NGOs to access grant funds and technical 
assistance from donors.  The lion’s share of foreign assistance in Jordan flows through what we call “Royal 
NGOs.”  These NGOs are all headed by members of the royal family.  One could question how, in a Kingdom, 
an organization headed by a member of the royal family is non-governmental, but let’s not get into that now.  
A grassroots NGO differs from a “Royal NGO” in that its foundation includes local members of the 
community who become registered members of the NGO and elect a board of directors and officers.  If it 
functions well, the organization should be continually accountable to these members and should seek to 
implement projects that meet their needs. 
 
Three years after finishing the Peace Corps I was pleased to find myself writing a proposal for a women’s 
empowerment program in Jordan in my capacity as Regional Program Manager for ANERA (American Near 
East Refugee Aid), an American NGO based in Washington DC dedicated to improving the lives of people in 
the Middle East.   
 
I made a successful case for implementing the women’s empowerment program with grassroots NGOs and it 
has been very satisfying to see the program come to fruition over the past year and a half.  With funding from 
the Middle East Partnership Initiative we were able to train 50 grassroots women’s organizations on issues of 
women’s empowerment, project design and implementation, and capacity building, and we’ve funded 20 
innovative projects that have enabled women-led grassroots NGOs to implement new projects that benefit  
(continued on page four) 
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Check us out on the web 

www.friendsofjordan.org 

► National Day of Action & Peace Corps Week ◄ 

MARCH 1,  2006 
Get involved with just a few minutes of your time. 
http://www.rpcv.org/pages/sitepage.cfm?id=1124 
Share your Peace Corps stories with your community. 
http://www.peacecorps.gov/index.cfm?shell=resources.former.pcweek 



 
 
 
 
 
 

J4 Jennifer Peterson with her neighbor, Hamouda (a.k.a. “Kofi Annan,”) in Kufrabeel 2001.  

Know a current or 
returned PCV to 

spotlight? 
Contact Allison, the 
Newsletter Editor 

 

Ready to join FOJ? 
Complete the application in 

this newsletter or contact 
Gina, the Membership 

Coordinator 

Q& A w ith J4 Jennifer Peterson 

By Kim Ross Beasley (J2) 
 

In February, I had the pleasure of chatting with J4 volunteer, Jennifer Peterson, about her Peace Corps 
experience.  Even though we served only two years apart, they were very different years given the changing 
political climate.  I am happy to report that Jennifer had a wonderful Peace Corps experience and has even 
found a job that allows her to travel back to Jordan from time to time.  Read on for more! 
 
Q:  Tell me about yourself and why you decided to join Peace Corps.  

A:  I am from Rockville, Maryland and studied Political Science and Spanish with a French minor from Bates 
College in Lewiston, Maine.  I joined Peace Corps two months after college graduation because of my interest 
in international development work and I knew that Peace Corps would give me experience in this field. 
 
Q:  Why did you choose to go to Jordan? 

A:  I requested to be placed in the Middle East/North Africa because I wanted to study and learn about a 
different region of the world.   
 
Q:  What did you do in Jordan? 

A:  I worked as an English teacher in Kufrabeel in northwest Jordan overlooking the Jordan Valley and the 
northern West Bank.  Kufrabeel has about five large tribes and is a farming village because of its good 
agricultural land.  It was also a new site for Peace Corps, so I was one of the first volunteers there.  I taught at 
a girls’ school where I taught 3rd through 12th grade and had as many as 40 girls in one class! 
 
Q:  Can you tell me about a few memorable experiences while in Jordan? 

A:  Every day was pretty memorable. Mostly I miss my neighbors, especially Hamouda, who everyone called 
Kofi Annan (mostly because of his diplomatic charisma in addition to a slight resemblance to Kofi himself).  
He was 8 years old when I arrived and hung out constantly on my porch, bought groceries for me, and did 
other odd jobs.  In the summer time, when it was so hot that I had to sleep on my roof, I’d wake up at dawn to 
him screaming “Jenny, are you awake yet!” from his roof across the street.  Once I was sitting in my house 
reading late one night, and I heard something on the porch.  This was during a particularly tense period, 
politically, so I yelled for my neighbors.  All of the men came running to my house, and when they got to the 
(continued on page three) 
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(continued from page two) 

front, they saw that a donkey had gotten loose on the porch and refused to come down the stairs again.  And 
that was what was making all that noise.  People are still joking about it in the village.  
 
Q:  So what are you doing now, and has your experience in Jordan influenced your career choice? 

A:  My current job has been directly influenced by my Peace Corps experience.  I live in Washington, DC 
and work for the Forest Service in the Department of Agriculture.  I work in the International Program 
Office – Office of the Chief where I coordinate activities in the Middle East, including foreign disaster 
support, technical assistance on natural resource management issues, and the international policy arena.  Our 
office receives funding from USAID, the State Department, and others to work in the region on a bilateral 
basis and to promote Arab-Israeli cooperation on issues of environmental concern.  We support USAID in 
Jordan through a partnership with the RSCN (Royal Society for the Conversation of Nature) on protected 
area management.  It is a unique job because it focuses on providing technical assistance to countries that 
need and request it.  
 
Q:  Have you been back to Jordan since leaving in 2002? 

A:  I have been back to Jordan three times for work since Peace Corps.  The first time, I didn’t tell anyone in 
my village that I was coming, but I had the chance to visit my school.  When I arrived, the girls all crowded 
around me and started quizzing me on whether I remembered their names or not!  It was very easy for me to 
get back into village life and feel like I had never left.  But there is a difference between living there as a 
Peace Corps volunteer and traveling there for work.  You don’t have the same kind of interaction with 
people, and they don’t serve maglubah in hotel restaurants! 
 
Q:  How has Jordan changed since you left? 

A:  With the influx of people to Jordan, Amman is much busier and traffic is much worse.  I was still 
welcome in my village, but I could tell some people were conflicted towards me because of the current 
political situation.  But true to Arab hospitality, I was still treated like family.   

Program Coordinator's Corner 

By David Rosenberg 

The Small Grants program is chugging away. In December, two volunteers completed their projects. (See 
www.friendsofjordan.org for pictures!) Since then, we received and approved two more grants.  Thanks to 
all grant reviewers who have helped to facilitate communication and idea exchanges between FOJ (Friends 
of Jordan) members and current PCVs.  And please let me know if you would like to help in this effort. 
 
After elections, we will start up the member discussion forums. We just held a planning session to work out 
technical details and brainstorm hot topics (i.e. How have the Hotel Bombings changed Jordan? What will 
Hamas' rise to power mean for Jordan? In what directions should FOJ move?). The forum will be a listserve 
hosted on Google and will enable discussion of multiple topics simultaneously. Look for an email and 
launch date in late March. You can email me with suggested topics or initiate them yourself online. 
 
Finally, I am recently back from three months in Amman. I finished my dissertation field research (water 
resources management) and also met with several current PCVs. One highlight was meeting the Iraqi 
participants of the December Operation Smile project that FOJ partially supported with a small grant to 
Sarah Benson (J8). I also spoke with many of the J7 volunteers about FOJ. The J7s will COS in April and I 
am very keen to hear your thoughts on how FOJ might help them with their transition. 
 
As always, I look forward to your suggestions and input. FOJ programs only happen with your active 
participation.  Salamat. 
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  PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS SHARE SUMMER CAMP WITH YOUNG JORDANIANS 

  

This Issue’s HOTLINKS!    Check out  these links for more 

information about Peace Corps, Jordan, and more! 
 

Legislation removes Peace Corps service as an option under the National Call to Service military 
recruitment program.   Find out more here: 
http://www.rpcv.org/pages/sitepage.cfm?id=1234 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/16/AR2006021602012.html 
 
His Majesty King Abdullah calls for Syrian-Lebanese dialogue 
http://www.jordantimes.com/mon/homenews/homenews1.htm 
 
Do you know about NPCA’s online career center?   http://www.ectopico.com/npca/ 

(continued from page one)   
their membership and communities.  We named the program Balkis after an exceptional woman in 
Middle East history. 
 
In implementing the program we found that most organizations have as their first priority income 
generation projects that can help women earn money to better meet the needs of their families.  In fact, 
we’ve spent many hours debating (both internally and with our donor) to what extent such projects are 
truly empowering for women in their communities.  We concluded that grassroots NGOs need to respond 
to what their membership sees as priorities for moving forward.  For many, having women involved in 
income generation activities is a significant step towards their empowerment.  If given the chance, these 
grassroots women’s organizations will grow and succeed and develop a more sophisticated approach to 
empowerment.  I’m happy that we are able to help them move forward and I think that the training and 
experience they gain will have a very positive long-term impact.  Without a doubt, the women leading 
the NGOs have been very enthusiastic about our support.  Can you imagine how many invitations for 
mansaf and maglouba I’ve had to turn down? 

J7 TEFL PCV Josh Walsh 

Rajeb (Wadi Musa) Boys' 

School Summer Camp.  Photo 

by Ryan Paulsen July 2005. 

Want to sponsor a 
project in Jordan for 

just $20? 
Contact the Program 

Coordinator 
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FOJ Member New s 

 
J1 

Caroline Mansi recently accepted a new position as the Recruitment Manager for the Fisher Graduate 

School of International Business at the Monterey Institute of International Studies in Monterey, CA. 

 

Jan Karpowicz is a former Peace Corps Jordan PTO/ACD and has recently assumed the position of Chief 
of Party for a Romania Civil Society Support Program.  This project will assist civil society NGOs to 
transition to the new social, economic and political environment of the EU when Romanis accedes to that 
organization in 2008.  Darleen and their cats will be joining Jan in Bucharest this summer. 
 
J2 
Jack Seeger is a former Peace Corps Jordan Country Director and is currently working in Indonesia as the 
director of the government's effort to decentralize the education system in the eastern half of the island of 
Java. It is a position that he says “continues to both fascinate and challenge me daily.”  Jack is living in the 
city of Surabaya, a large, bustling, industrial city famous for its heroes during the second world war.  
When he is not working he spends his time exploring the thousands of islands, hiking up volcanoes, and 
surfing the beaches of Bali, Lombok and East Java. 
 
J3 
Kristine Alsaadi is busy raising her 2½ year old daughter Hannah.  She lives in Glenmont, NY with her 
husband of four years, Hossam.  She and her daughter visited her husband’s family in Irbid last year and 
says of her visit that it was “nice to go and remember the good times of Peace Corps and the places I used 
to visit often.” 
 
J4 
Sarah Antaya is living back in her home state of Rhode Island where she works for a small non-profit that 
provides scholarships and mentors to the children of prisoners.  She loves being an aunt and close to family 
after years of traveling and living elsewhere. 
 

Bernadette Michel is living in New York City where she is a Program Assistant at Engender Health.   She 
recently celebrated Ann Furr’s 60th Birthday with her in the rainforest of Belize where they rappelled 300 
feet straight down to spend the night in a cave. 
 
Melissa Stevenson Morrissey married Sean in a small ceremony in Pittsburgh in December.  The 
newlyweds live in Bend, Oregon on a 40-acre ranch with their (now dirty outdoor but still cute and cuddly) 
dog, Otis.  Melissa was working in Outdoor Education but recently began working as a medical assistant 
and office manager for a dermatolgist. 
 
Kathleen Sheridan is living in Washington DC where she is a Project Manager for Chemonics 
International, a position that has brought her back to Jordan several times.  She was eagerly preparing for a 
dogsledding and winter camping expedition in northern Minnesota this February. 
 
Let everyone know what you are up to!   Share your news and catch up with other members.  Send the following 
information to fojordan@yahoo.com with the subject line “FOJ News.” 

• First Name 
• Last Name (and surname before marriage, if different) 
• Mailing Address, City, State, Zip 
• Email Address 
• Employer 
• Title 
• Your News 
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FRIENDS OF JORDAN ASSOCIATION – NEW AND RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Contact Information  

(New and Renewing Members) 

Peace Corps Service Information  

(New Members Only – if applicable) 

 
Name:   
 
Address:       
 
City, State, Zip:    
 
Phone:*       
 
Email:    

 
Years Served in Peace Corps:  
 
Site in Jordan:  
 
Training Group Number (J1, J2, J3, etc.):  
 
   
 
Type of Volunteer:  

Nat’l Peace Corps Assn. Number:     (Renewing Members of NPCA Only) 
 
Current Employer or Profession:*       (New and Renewing Members) 
 

        *optional information 

 
Please check all items that apply: 

 
 I would like to renew my affiliation with the Friends of Jordan for one year and am enclosing a check for $15 or $25 for 

family (to extend my membership for one year).  
 

 I would like to renew my affiliation with the Friends of Jordan for three years and am enclosing a check for $45 for an 
individual or $75 for a family (to extend my membership for three years). 

 
  I would like to renew my membership with the National Peace Corps Association and am enclosing an additional $35 for 

a total amount of $50 ($65 for a family membership) for one year membership. 
 

 I agree to allow Friends of Jordan Association to share the information I have provided with other Association members 
for networking purposes only. I understand that Friends of Jordan will not transfer, sell, or make this information 
available to any outside party except when required by law.  [Please check to be included in the FOJ Networking List.] 

 
 I am interested to further help with the Association’s activities and participate by:       

                                                    
Please make checks payable to the “Friends of Jordan.”  Checks and the membership form should be mailed to: 

 
Friends of Jordan Association, c/o Camellia El-Antably, 314 E 1st Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82001 

Presenting the 2006 Officers… 
 
Rose Heil, President:                                                         rosemheil@gmail.com 
Kathleen Sheridan, Vice President                       kathleensheridan@yahoo.com 

Karina O’Meara, Secretary             carmelkarina@yahoo.com 

Camellia El-Antably, Treasurer                           leiljames@gmail.com 

Caroline Mansi, Fundraising Coordinator              mansic@comcast.net 
Gina Cabrera-Farraj, Membership Coordinator             cabrera_farraj@yahoo.com 
David Rosenberg, Program Coordinator                          derosenberg@ucdavis.edu 
Allison Freedman, Newsletter Editor                              ajfreedman13@yahoo.com 
Kae Gerhard, Webmaster                          kathryn_gerhard@yahoo.com 
 

You can also reach all of us at fojordan@yahoo.com 
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