
 

Welcome back!  
 

We are thrilled that you are here and staying 
connected via Marhabtain – especially at this 
challenging time. 
 

Keep reading for topics such as staying strong, 
learning more, and getting involved.  
 
Email communications@friendsofjordan.org to share 
your ideas, news and stories, too! 
 

Salaam,  
Allison Freedman (J1) 

 
Highlights: 
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FOJ Leadership Opportunities 
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Find general 

information about 
Jordan and FOJ 

here: 
https://www.friendsofjordan.org/
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Resilience in a time of uncertainty 
 

 
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/resilience   
During pre-service training, all Peace Corps Volunteers participate in ‘resiliency training.’ Although 
the training itself may be long forgotten, this is precisely the skill that allows volunteers to adapt and 
find success during their service, despite ambiguity, limited resources, and more. 
 
Being in a time of great uncertainty right now – as we find ourselves up against a global pandemic, 
challenges to racial injustice, economic volatility and job losses – it is also this resilience which can 
allow us to remain focused and true to our values and goals. In this edition of Marhabtain, we have 
aimed to collect and share stories and resources here to remind you of your Friends of Jordan 
network, many of who share a connection to Jordan and/or Peace Corps 
 
Perhaps now more than ever, we remind ourselves of the significance of our FOJ connections. Our 
service validated our global interconnectedness long before so many others realized this seeing how a 
deadly virus can spread during a pandemic. Although right now Peace Corps volunteers cannot 
safely be scattered around the world where they are needed most, all RPCVs can still focus on 
supporting the mission shared by the organization and its participants. 
 
Some evacuated volunteers (EPCVs) are already doing just this as reported here by NPR. 
 
Many RPCVs are finding increased opportunities to stay connected while (mostly) staying home! 
Tell us what you are doing, or let us know if there is something else you would like to find out about 
or share. Reach out to us at communications@friendsofjordan.org 
 
 
 

Support Evacuated PCVs: 
 

• https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/campaigns/global-reentry-program 
 

• https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/campaigns 
 

• Contact your local RPCV group directly or reach out via Facebook for more ideas 
 
 
 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/resilience
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/04/01/825231838/coronavirus-sent-peace-corps-volunteers-home-it-could-also-give-them-a-new-missi
mailto:communications@friendsofjordan.org
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/campaigns/global-reentry-program
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/campaigns
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Peace Corps Connect for the Future 

July 18 

3-6pm EDT 
 

Learn More and Register Here: 
 

 
Virtual traveling for those who love to explore 

beyond their living room: 
 

https://www.nationalparks.org/connect/blog/take-virtual-visit-national-park 
 

https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour 
 

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2020/04/04/travel/virtual-travel-corona/ 

 
 

 

(RE)CONNECT AND (RE)JOIN FOJ 
Check out the new website and membership networking platform 

https://www.friendsofjordan.org 
 

…and join now (currently no fee required) 
https://friends-of-jordan-npca.silkstart.com/cpages/join 

 

 
Our 2019 Annual Report is out and you can read it 

here  
 
 
 

 

https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/events/peace-corps-connect-for-the-future
https://www.nationalparks.org/connect/blog/take-virtual-visit-national-park
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2020/04/04/travel/virtual-travel-corona/
https://friends-of-jordan-npca.silkstart.com/cpages/join
https://www.friendsofjordan.org/cpages/legal-docs-reports
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  FINDING JORDAN VOLUNTEERS 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 
More than 560 Peace Corps Volunteers have served in Jordan since 1997. We have launched the Finding 
Jordan Volunteers Project to reach out to every one in order to strengthen our Jordan volunteer network, 
reconnect through our new internet social platform, and organize group events such as reunions. 
 
We all have this shared experience that should not be forgotten, so please join us in this significant 
endeavor. Check your email for details or reach out to membership@friendsofjordan.org. Yatikalafia!  
 

SHOP AND SUPPORT  
Shop for Peace Corps and FOJ apparel and merchandise: 

https://www.cafepress.com/friendsofjordanrpcv 
 

All purchases support Friends of Jordan (part of the Peace Corps community as an NPCA affiliate 
group). 

 
A number of Peace Corps-related clothing and gift items are also available for online 

purchase through NPCA’s new merchandise site: 
https://store.peacecorpsconnect.org/ 

 
100% of revenue from any Peace Corps branded merchandise is used to support Peace Corps & third 

goal-related activities. 
 

CONNECT OR CATCH UP WITH THESE EVENTS  
 

June 30, 2020 12pm ET | A Moment to Lean In: Courageous Conversations on Racial Equity in 
International Service – recording available here 

 
July 8-16| Town Hall Meetings - open to all 

 
July 11, 2020 2-3:30pm ET | Recruiting the Next Generation of Volunteers / Peace Corps as National 

Service - open to all 
 

July 18, 2020 3-6pm ET | Peace Corps Connect to the Future: Global Ideas Summit for the Peace 
Corps Community - open to all 

 
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/events 

 
 

Coming soon on  and more! 
 
 

 

 

mailto:membership@friendsofjordan.org
https://www.cafepress.com/friendsofjordanrpcv
https://store.peacecorpsconnect.org/
https://m.facebook.com/PeaceCorpsConnect/live_videos/?ref=page_internal&mt_nav=0
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/events
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FOJ Officer Spotlight: 
 
Salaam Aleykoum!! Sending warmest greetings and best wishes to you all! I'm Ken and I'm thrilled 
and honored to be your new membership coordinator for 2020! For those of you who don't know me, 
I served in Jordan from 1998-2000 in the J2 (J Who?) group. I had two projects in Jordan- the first 
one was managing a handicraft center to support local women in Aqaba and the second was working 
at a special education vocational center in Amman. I also worked on numerous secondary projects, 
including teaching at a summer camp for orphans, working on an archaeological dig in Petra, singing 
with the YWCA choir, and volunteering teaching refugees with the UNHCR where I first discovered 
my passion for teaching, a job I've done ever since.  During my 3 years in Jordan, I fell in love with 
this beautiful country, its people, food, history, and culture. Though it's been 20 years since I left, a 
part of me will always remain there in the sands of our adopted home and it is this connection that 
has brought me back to join the Friends of Jordan this year.   
 
It's certainly been a strange year so far- difficult for many around the world including those here in 
our Peace Corps family. Though the Peace Corps hasn't been in Jordan for several years, we can all 
feel the sadness and sense of shock and loss experienced by thousands of our fellow RPCVs who 
were torn away from their communities and assignments this year. It is our collective responsibility 
to be there for them as others were for us when we returned. This pandemic won't last forever, and 
we will be back on the other side of that mountain again soon. Peace Corps will live on. But in the 
meantime, let's do our best to continue the spirit of service and brotherhood and understanding 
which were inculcated in us as volunteers and bring some of that back home to help heal our divided 
nation. We are in need of these values and this optimism and boundless energy more than ever.  
 
We would love for everyone who reads this to consider today how you could help continue the 
mission of the Peace Corps here at home. Maybe you're already involved in your community. Maybe 
you're helping to find work for returned volunteers. Perhaps you're writing your congressional 
representative to remind them of the positive impact that the Peace Corps has made on your life to 
encourage them to continue to support us in the future. Perhaps you're considering becoming 
involved with your local PC group or with the Friends of Jordan. We need you - we still have 
available positions on our board this year- we'd love to have your passion and energy on our team! 
We are trying to connect with as many Jordan RPCVs as possible- if each of you reading this could 
reach out to at least one other volunteer you knew from your years in Jordan and ask them if they 
would consider joining Friends of Jordan, it would help us immensely in reuniting our Peace Corps 
Jordan family. This is a time when we all need family. And in a family, all the members are 
important and worthwhile. Our PC Jordan family needs all of us, those of us who have been active 
and those of us we miss who have fallen away over time. It's time for us all to come home.       
 
If any of you have had a change of address or need to update your contact information, please visit 
our website: www.friendsofjordan.org today. It's just that easy!   
 
Shukran jazeelan! Blessings to you all- stay safe and healthy. See 
you soon, en shallah!!  
 
Ken 
 

  

http://www.friendsofjordan.org/
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 President 
 

  Secretary 
 

     Fundraising Coordinator 
  

 
 

JOIN THE FOJ TEAM  

You can still become a  

Friends of Jordan Officer in 2020! 

FOJ has a number of officer opportunities. Joining the FOJ team is a wonderful opportunity to 

continue supporting the country we called home, reconnect with the Peace Corps Jordan community, 

and even to fulfill Peace Corps’ third goal. 

Although the roles vary, each is a commitment for generally less than 5 hours/month (including one 

hour-long monthly meeting.) Detailed descriptions of each role are available on the website within the 

By-Laws or Annual Reports here  

 

https://www.friendsofjordan.org/cpages/legal-docs-reports
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2020 FOJ Officers 
 
Vice President, Acting President – Karey Trenda Sabol 
Hi all! I was a J2 TEFL volunteer in Umm Sayhoun/Bdoul (Petra) from 1998-2000. I now support 
college student success and engagement at San Diego State University. I live in the San Diego area with 
my husband (fellow J2 RPCV, Thomas Sabol), our son, and two cats. I’ve served as your membership 
coordinator for the past three years, and I am looking forward to continuing to serve FOJ this year as Vice 
President. 
  
Treasurer, Acting Secretary – Rose Kyprianou 
Hi Everyone! I was a J2 volunteer in Jordan from 1998-2000 who worked as an environmental/NGO 
development volunteer mostly in Wadi Rum and Amman. Though originally from the Midwest, I now 
live in the Washington, DC area with my husband and two children and manage a wonderful group of 
public servants at the Environmental Protection Agency. I’ve served as an officer with Friends of Jordan 
many times over the years and served as President for the last several years. I’m so excited to embark on 
another year, this time as Treasurer, with FOJ. 
 
Program Coordinator – Danny Tsai 
Salaam! I am a J-15 TEFL Volunteer and I worked at Jordan University of Science and Technology 
(JUST) in Irbid from 2012-2014. I actually received an FOJ grant for one of my secondary projects so I 
am really excited to give back. I had previously served as Secretary back in 2016 and I am happy to now 
be the new Program Coordinator. After Jordan, I went to finish my MA in TESOL from American 
University in Washington, DC and then taught in Taipei, Taiwan before returning stateside. I ended up 
back in California and currently live beautiful Santa Barbara! I look forward to reconnecting everyone 
together and establishing new friendships! 
 
Communications – Allison Freedman 
Hello everyone! I served as a J1 volunteer from 1997-1998 working in a school for the deaf outside of 
Amman. I've spent time across the US, having grown up in the south, attending college in the midwest, 
then spending 12 years in the NYC area after heading there originally to study Arabic not long after 
returning from Jordan. I currently live in Boulder, Colorado with my husband and twin middle school 
sons and work for a translation and global business provider. I am still in touch with my Jordanian host 
family and count my friendships with my fellow J1 volunteers among my most treasured. Our group has 
met up over the years and recently held an incredible J1 reunion in Colorado last summer. I was an officer 
in the early years of FOJ and am eager to get back involved to help connect and re-connect everyone who 
has shared similar experiences in Jordan as volunteers, teachers, friends, and family. 
  
Membership Coordinator – Ken Finley 
I’m so excited to be your new membership coordinator this year. I served as a J2 volunteer from 1998-
2000, where I managed a handicraft center supporting local women in Aqaba and worked at a vocational 
training center for disabled youth in Amman. After COS, I worked for Peace Corps for 5 years in Boston 
and DC, as an admin officer and budget analyst.  In 2007, I started a trip around the world that lasted for 
10 years and discovered my passion for teaching.  I’ve spent over 12 years teaching in several countries, 
but primarily in Korea. Over the last 3 years, I’ve divided my time between my life with my girlfriend and 
cat in Vilnius, Lithuania and my job working as a Civics Instructor/Tour Guide in DC with State 
Department exchange programs.  I’m thrilled to join this wonderful group and grateful for the chance to 
welcome you back home to our Friends of Jordan family!    
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Peace Corps News 
___________ 

 
“For the first time in its nearly 60-year history, the Peace Corps had 
temporarily suspended its operations, evacuating more than 7,000 volunteers 
from posts in more than 60 countries because of the coronavirus pandemic.” 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/25/us/peace-corps-volunteers-fired-virus.html?smid=li-share 
 
 

 

  

Jody Olsen’s 
Reminder: 

 
“During this time of crisis, let us all as 
members of the Peace Corps community 
demonstrate how we can be a source of 
strength for all who are hurting. Even as 
we ourselves are hurting, let us reflect 
on and reaffirm our commitment to the 
respect and dignity of each person—
which is central to our mission. 
 
https://www.peacecorps.gov/news/library/statemen
t-peace-corps-director-jody-olsen/ 
 

 

A Towering Task: 
The Story of the Peace Corps 
Narrated by Annette Bening 

 

 
 
Find out about upcoming virtual screening 
opportunities here: 
 
https://www.peacecorpsdocumentary.com/ 

In international 
development, it’s time to 
tackle systemic racism. 

-Aaron Williams, Former Peace   
Corps Director 

 
Read this here  

 

“Systemic racism 
is real. Here’s 

what we’re doing 
about it at 

National Peace 
Corps 

Association.” 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/25/us/peace-corps-volunteers-fired-virus.html?smid=li-share
https://www.peacecorps.gov/news/library/statement-peace-corps-director-jody-olsen/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/news/library/statement-peace-corps-director-jody-olsen/
https://www.peacecorpsdocumentary.com/
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/articles/aaron-williams-devex-opinion-piece-clips-from-interview-re-a-towering-task
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/articles/systemic-racism-is-real-heres-what-were-doing-about-it-at-national-peace-corps-association?utm_source=National+Peace+Corps+Association+E-Newsletter&utm_campaign=e8fdd04832-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be0534d28a-e8fdd04832-118628433&mc_cid=e8fdd04832&mc_eid=a8c30578b8
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