Sl lE3

Friends of Jordan

Winter
2019/2020

Highlights:
Finding Jordan................. p4
“QOpera of Giardia”........... p3
Join the FOJ Board........... pS
Current FOJ Officers......... p6
Peace Corps Kids.............. p7

Reunions & Reconnecting...p 2

Find general
information about

Jordan here:
https://www.friendsofjordan.org/

Happy New Year! Kul ‘am wa-antum bi-khayr!

Welcome! We are thrilled that you are here for the
return of Marhabtain.

Read on to hear about reunions, the newly launched
membership platform, how to join the FOJ team and
more.

Then email communications@friendsofijordan.org to
share your ideas, news and stories, too!

Salaam,
Allison Freedman (J1)
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Reunions and Reconnecting:
The Shared Experience of Peace Corps Jordan

I was recently sitting on a local friend’s porch having tea and catching up when she mentioned that a
new family had moved to the neighborhood and the mom had been a Peace Corps Volunteer in
Jordan. Immediately I wanted to meet this person - assuming I would like them because of this
experience that we shared. We all know it’s a small world, right? But I now live in Boulder Colorado
far from Jordan where I arrived as part of the first group of Jordan volunteers almost 23 years ago.
Since that time, I'’ve moved at least 15 times and lived in 3 different states. I've gone back to school
for a master’s degree (twice), gotten married, become a parent, lost a parent, survived cancer. So
much has happened. But the funny thing is that probably something like this has happened to each of
you, too, when you were reminded that the connection with other volunteers - and especially other
volunteers from Jordan - is simply unlike any other.

We didn’t have internet access back in 1997 when we arrived in Jordan as the first group of Peace
Corps Volunteers. My host family did not have a phone with a direct line either (my mom had to call
and ask for efes-efes-wahad to be connected and tell me when my first nephew was born during our
first week of training). We didn’t have cell phones or WiF1i, but we had each other. And while
Facebook, Instagram, and other social media platforms now allow us to stay connected, or reconnect
so much more easily, I’ve been mulling over the part that connected me to some of the most
important people in my life still today: and that was our Peace Corps experience in Jordan.

For many of us, it was all about becoming a Peace Corps Volunteer. It was about service, helping
others, doing good. For others it was about learning about another culture, learning another language
and traveling to places previously unfamiliar. For some of us, it may have been about the desert
dotted with palm trees, or even the hookahs and incredibly fresh khubz, hummus, and falafel that
epitomize the Middle East. For me it was - and has become - a mix of all of this. Among our group of
the first volunteers in Jordan, I've stayed in touch with some and reluctantly lost touch with others,
but as a group, J1 has valiantly endeavored to stay connected.

In 2018, J1s organized our largest reunion to date, celebrating July 4™ together in a cabin in
Colorado. Just like we did when we first gathered together to first get to know each other 21 years
earlier beginning with our training in Madaba, we hung out and caught up, getting reacquainted and
getting to know each other’s partners and children. We took long walks, cooked, laughed, stayed up
late, and begged for time to stand still. Now we have new memories, so many pictures and a fabulous
t-shirt that we (and our kids, who may be the next generation of volunteers) wear proudly as a
memory, and we start plotting how to make it happen again.

Have you ever thought of organizing a reunion for your RPCV Jordan group? We would love to
share a bit of experience if you might want to do something like this. We can even connect you with
Glenn Blumhorst (NPCA President), who welcomes all RPCVs to invite him to your reunion as well!

In short, our J1 reunion was an incredible opportunity to reminisce, reconnect, and also share the
experience with the next generation. It was also a reminder of how important our service was not
only to the people we lived and worked with in Jordan, but also to each one of us at that time and in
the future.



WINTER 2019/20

tmumﬁu“;?;' 0>

LISTEN

We have all heard of giardia, but have you heard the “Opera of
Giardia”?

Listen Here: https://youtu.be/F6tAL2keM8c

Ol é‘r'u of Glard 4:36

*shared with Jeff and Paige’s permission

(RE)CONNECT AND (RE)JOIN FOJ

Check out the new website and membership networking platform
https://www.friendsofjordan.org

and join now (currently no fee required)
https://friends-of-jordan-npca.silkstart.com/cpages/join

SUPPORT REFUGEES

Refugee communities in Greece need your help!

In the recent months, the number of refugees on the island of Lesvos, Greece has surged. Housing
conditions are very poor and resources extremely limited. Most international refugee organizations have
turned their attention elsewhere. Fortunately, small, local NGO’s have sprung up to provide some
measure of relief. They offer services in education, recreation, health, hygiene and much more. They
depend almost completely on volunteer help. RPCVs’ experience with acculturation, ambiguity and
limited resources are ideal in these situations. Learn more about this fulfilling opportunity, by clicking
here on the Peace Corps Community for Refugees website.
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FINDING JORDAN VOLUNTEERS

We are thrilled to be launching the Finding Jordan Volunteers Project!

There are a total of over 560 volunteers who served in Jordan and our goal is to reach out to every one in
order to strengthen our Jordan volunteer network, reconnect through our new internet social platform,
and organize group events such as reunions!

We all have this shared experience that should not be forgotten, so please join us in this significant
endeavor. Check your email for details or reach out to membership@friendsofjordan.org. Yatikalafia!

SHOP AND SUPPORT

Shop for Peace Corps and FOJ apparel and merchandise:
https://www.cafepress.com/friendsofjordanrpcv

All purchases support Friends of Jordan (part of the Peace Corps community as an NPCA affiliate
group).

A number of Peace Corps-related clothing and gift items are also available for online
purchase through NPCA’s new merchandise site:
https://store.peacecorpsconnect.org/

100% of revenue from any Peace Corps branded merchandise is used to support Peace Corps & third
goal-related activities.

CONNECT

December 2019 | Website Launch Event - check your email for details
January 2020 | Finding Jordan Volunteers Project - check your email for details

February 6, 2020 9pm ET | Annual FOJ meeting - open to all

Coming soon on Ei and more!
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JOIN THE FOJ TEAM
Be a Friends of Jordan Officer in 2020!

FOJ has a number of officer opportunities. Joining the FOJ team is a wonderful opportunity to
continue supporting the country we called home, reconnect with the Peace Corps Jordan community,
and even to fulfill Peace Corps’ third goal.

Although the roles vary, each is a commitment for generally less than 5 hours/month (including one
hour-long monthly meeting.) Detailed descriptions of each role are available on the website within the

By-Laws or Annual Reports here.

President

Vice President

Treasurer

Secretary

Membership Coordinator

Fundraising Coordinator
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2019 FOJ Officers

President — Rose Kyprianou

Hi everyone! I was a J2 volunteer in Jordan from 1998-2000 who worked as an environmental/ NGO
development volunteer mostly in Wadi Rum and Amman. Though originally from the Midwest, I now
live in the Washington, DC area with my husband and two children and manage a wonderful group of
public servants at the Environmental Protection Agency. I've served as an officer with Friends of Jordan
many times over the years and have been serving as President for the last two years. I'm so excited to
embark on another year with FOJ with our current officers.

Membership Coordinator — Karey Trenda Sabol

Hi all! I was a J2 TEFL volunteer in Umm Sayhoun (Bdoul/Petra) from 1998-2000. I now support college
student success and engagement at San Diego State University. I live in the San Diego area with my
husband (fellow J2 RPCV, Thomas Sabol), our son, and two cats. I am amazed that it has been almost 19
years my Peace Corps close of service; yet it all still seems so vivid in my mind -- particularly the evenings
spent making beladi Fattah al Hummus or shraak with my village neighbors! I am looking forward to
continuing to serve as your membership coordinator this year. My goal for the year is to prepare us to
launch our new Friends of Jordan membership platform, which will include an updated website and a
searchable membership directory!

Program Coordinator — Danny Tsai

Salaam! I am a J-15 TEFL Volunteer and I worked at Jordan University of Science and Technology
(JUST) in Irbid from 2012-2014. I actually received an FOJ grant for one of my secondary projects so I
am really excited to give back. I had previously served as Secretary back in 2016 and I am happy to now
be the new Program Coordinator. After Jordan, I went to finish my MA in TESOL from American
University in Washington, DC and then taught in Taipei, Taiwan before returning stateside. I ended up
back in California and currently live beautiful Santa Barbara! I look forward to reconnecting everyone
together and establishing new friendships!

Communications — Allison Freedman

Hello everyone! I served as a J1 volunteer from 1997-1998 working in a school for the deaf outside of
Amman. I grew up in the south, attended college in the midwest, then spent 12 years in the NYC
metropolitan area after heading there originally to study Arabic after first returning to the states. I
currently live in Boulder, Colorado with my husband and twin 7th grade sons and work for a translation
and global business provider. I am still in touch with my Jordanian host family and count my friendships
with my fellow J1 volunteers among my most treasured. Our group has met up over the years and held a
grand J1 reunion in Colorado last summer. I was an officer in the early years of FOJ and am eager to get
back involved to help connect and re-connect all of those who have shared similar experiences in Jordan
as volunteers, teachers, friends, and family.

kkkkkkkkkhkhkkhhkkk

We still have room for more officers, so please let us know if you'd like to join us! And check your email for more on our
newly launched membership platform and website!
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Do you know a Peace Corps Kid?

Julie Early Sifuentes, founder of the affiliate group Peace Corps Kids is looking for people and
families to participate in a book project. Julie, whose father served in Peru in the 60’s and whose
mother is Peruvian, started the affiliate group Peace Corps Kids one year ago. The group is building
community among multicultural people and families who have come together through the Peace
Corps experience. The group has grown really fast with members who have family roots in 20
countries so far.

The book will be a compilation of essays, interviews and photos that reflect how people and families
celebrate the joys and navigate the challenges of multicultural identities and families. You can see
some examples of these stories at www.peacecorpskids.com.

Please contact Julie at julie@peacecorpskids.com if you have any questions or are interested in
participating.

Peace Corps Kids
Book Project

Documenting the stories and
experiences of multicultural people
and families who were born of the
intercultural experience that is the
Peace Corps.

www.peacecorpskids.com l @ l
@peacecorpskids
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