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The Official Newsletter of Friends of Jordan 

 

Happy New Year!  
 

Even during difficult times, we are reminded of the 
importance of staying connected and focused on our 

goals and mission. We are glad that Marhabtain can 

be part of your connection and would be thrilled to 
have you become part of our leadership team, too 
(see some of us at a recent meeting above!). 
 

Email communications@friendsofjordan.org to share 
your ideas, news and stories, too! 
 

Salaam,  
Allison Freedman (J1) 
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Rights, Freedoms, and Democracy 
By: Allison Freedman 

 

During my Peace Corps service, I was aware that civil unrest or political instability might impact the work I 

was engaged in at my site or in my local community. I had always considered myself fortunate to have 
grown up in a country I considered to be stable and democratic, to carry a passport that provided easy 
access across borders so that I could travel freely and explore the world. I was proud to serve as a volunteer 

in a country and region not known for such stability and to share my experiences as an American, as well 
as these values of freedom and democracy and opportunity. 
 
The violent events of January 6 rattled me deeply. They also served for me as a reminder that the freedoms 
associated with the country where I grew up are not promised or guaranteed. When I taught as a Peace 
Corps Fellow in the New York City public schools, my classroom looked out to where the Twin Towers 
stood until only the year before. I struggled to help my students understand their freedoms and ‘rights’ as 
Americans; we eventually settled upon the description of a boundary defined where the rights that they are 
exercising begin to infringe upon someone else’s rights, reminding them that their freedoms, their rights, 
are not license to do whatever they want. Although we cannot see this line, it exists and I wanted them to 
understand and respect it. We worked hard on this concept in my social studies classes many years ago, 

and I hoped this lesson was genuinely understood and accepted. The recent violence at the U.S. Capitol 
was a shocking reminder that not everyone understands and respects this boundary. 
 

I was shocked, saddened and afraid to see our right to free speech and assembly distorted as people went far 
beyond their rights by attacking the same America I proudly represented as a Peace Corps volunteer in 
Jordan, actions which also go against the mission and goals of Friends of Jordan. As it streamed instantly 
into my isolated pandemic world, I was reminded not to take democracy for granted, nor to take for 

granted the US passport that I carry or the democratic republic that it represents. I believe we must always 
take a clear stand against such acts and ensure that we define and protect that boundary.  
 

But that same day in January marked another significant event, one drastically different as the culmination 
of action without violence, which I would consider a hallmark of democracy. Voters in Georgia elected a 
black and a Jewish Democratic senator. Beyond anything partisan, this was significant to me for two 
reasons: Not only is this outcome the result of an election process and individual Americans exercising 
their sacred right to vote, but I also feel especially connected to this election result since I grew up in 
Atlanta as a Jewish woman. I attended a public school that revealed ongoing efforts toward desegregation 
with students who took a bus halfway across the county each day, but I often felt out of place for my strong 
liberal values, desire for justice and equality, and distaste for discrimination. Although I recall a deeply 
segregated, conservative community, I have noticed changes over time and the election results confirmed 

this. Although we may see the pendulum swing again in future elections, I believe that the victory to be 
celebrated here is that democracy provides us with opportunities for change, which can happen simply by 
exercising our rights – without violence or infringing on anyone else’s rights. 
 
Democracy is a verb and requires our active participation. The political process that was disrupted on 

January 6th was delayed but not derailed, and we witnessed a peaceful transfer of power on January 20th. 
The right to cast a ballot in an election – one that may be different from the ballot cast by a friend or family 
member – and to disagree about politics in a safe and respectful way that supports different perspectives and 
experiences – is what we should strive for and celebrate as Americans. While living in Jordan and overseas, 
we did not allow the fear of political instability to deter us from our mission and our work, and this reminds 
me to model this perspective for my family, friends, colleagues, and neighbors who may never have had to 
think about how lucky and privileged we are – as well as the responsibilities we share – as Americans. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

January 8, 11, 13, 15, 20, 22, 27, 2021 | Career Webinars for RPCVs  

 
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 9pm ET | Annual FOJ meeting - open to all 

 

September 25, 2021 | Peace Corps Connect – Global, virtual event 

 

Throughout 2021 | Finding Jordan Volunteers Project and Membership Initiatives – keep an eye on your 

email for details 

 

Check us out soon on  and more! 

 

 

 

How is Jordan responding to Covid-19? 
http://jordanembassyus.org/news/jordans-response-coronavirus-outbreak 

 

 
 

 

Read the report HERE to know what was discussed at Peace 

Corps Connect for the Future in 2020  
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/cpages/peace-corps-connect-to-the-future 

  
 

 

SHOP AND SUPPORT  
Shop for Peace Corps and FOJ apparel and merchandise: 

https://www.cafepress.com/friendsofjordanrpcv 

 
All purchases support Friends of Jordan (part of the Peace Corps community as an NPCA affiliate group). 

 
A number of Peace Corps-related clothing and gift items are also available for online purchase through 

NPCA’s new merchandise site: 
https://store.peacecorpsconnect.org/ 

 
100% of revenue from any Peace Corps branded merchandise is used to support Peace Corps & Third Goal related 

activities. 

 
 

http://jordanembassyus.org/news/jordans-response-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/cpages/peace-corps-connect-to-the-future
https://www.cafepress.com/friendsofjordanrpcv
https://store.peacecorpsconnect.org/
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FINDING JORDAN VOLUNTEERS 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 
More than 560 Peace Corps Volunteers have served in Jordan since 

1997. We have launched the Finding Jordan Volunteers Project to 

reach out to every one in order to strengthen our Jordan volunteer 

network, reconnect through our new internet social platform, and 
organize group events such as reunions. 
 
We all have this shared experience that should not be forgotten, so 
please join us in this significant endeavor. Check your email for details 
or reach out to membership@friendsofjordan.org. Yatikalafia! 
 

 
 

VIRTUAL REUNIONS! 

 
 
Taking advantage of the virtual world we have discovered during the pandemic, we support and 
encourage Jordan RPCVs to set up Virtual Reunions.  

 
J1s held a Virtual Reunion on December 12, 2020 with more than 20 RPCVs participating from all US 
time zones as well as the Philippines and New Zealand! Everyone had a great time testing their Jordan 
trivia skills, enjoying Then/Now pictures and a slideshow accompanied by Autostrad’s “Istanna 
Shwai.” It was fun to just catch up and hang out, boasting the support and participation of both Larry 

Bartlett and Lyn Stinnett, and not only do we look forward to getting together again soon, but also we 
want to help other groups do the same.  

 
J15 and J2’s Reunions are in the early stages of planning. FOJ can support your reunion too: Reach out 
to communications@friendsofjordan.org for help to get started planning or with any questions. 

 

  

mailto:membership@friendsofjordan.org
mailto:communications@friendsofjordan.org
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JOIN THE FOJ TEAM  

Get Involved and Become a  

Friends of Jordan Officer in 2021! 

FOJ has a number of officer opportunities. Joining the FOJ team is a wonderful opportunity to 

continue supporting the country we called home, reconnect with the Peace Corps Jordan community, 

and even to fulfill Peace Corps’ third goal. 

Although the roles vary, each is a commitment for generally less than 5 hours/month (including one 

hour-long monthly meeting.) Detailed descriptions of each role are available on the website within the 

By-Laws or Annual Reports here. Although all officer positions are up for grabs, most of the current 

officers plan to stay on another year and the below roles are anticipated to be vacant.   

 

 President 

 Vice President 

 Fundraising Coordinator 

 Secretary 
 

…and a BIG Thank You to Our 2020 FOJ Officers 
 

Vice President, Acting President – Karey Trenda Sabol 

Treasurer, Acting Secretary – Rose Kyprianou 

Program Coordinator – Danny Tsai 

Communications Coordinator – Allison Freedman 
Membership Coordinator – Ken Finley 

https://www.friendsofjordan.org/cpages/legal-docs-reports
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Peace Corps Updates 
___________ 

 

The people of this agency are like family to me. The same goes for our Volunteers and the more 

than 240,000 Returned Peace Corps Volunteers across the U.S. I will do everything I can to 

safeguard and celebrate this extraordinary group of Americans." 

 

-Peace Corps Director, Jody Olsen, April 6, 2020 

https://www.peacecorps.gov/coronavirus/ 

 

Found in WorldView Magazine, Fall 2020 
 

 
 

 
 
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/articles/groups-gratitude 

A Towering Task: 

The Story of the Peace Corps 

Narrated by Annette Bening 
 

 
 
Find out about upcoming virtual community 
screening opportunities here: 

 
https://www.peacecorpsdocumentary.com/ 

Peace Corps volunteers 

expected to return to 

Eastern Caribbean in 

January 2021.  

Find out more here. 

 

 

 

What about the possibility 
of Virtual Service? Read 

about the pilot program 

here. 

 

 
 

**Remember that FOJ is affiliated with 
NPCA and your information may be shared 

with NPCA. If you would like to opt out, 
please contact us at 

membership@friendsofjordan.org** 

 

https://www.peacecorps.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/articles/groups-gratitude
https://www.peacecorpsdocumentary.com/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/news/library/director-olsen-announces-return-of-volunteers-commemorates-founding-moment/#:~:text=Speaking%20to%20staff%20today%20during,to%20the%20COVID%2D19%20pandemic
https://www.peacecorps.gov/news/library/evacuated-volunteers-participate-virtual-service-pilot-program/

