
Peace Corps Jordan Spotlight
Bill Thomas: The Ripple Effect
By: Allison Freedman
J1 (1997-1998)

Sometimes we make decisions that impact our lives in ways that we do not fully
understand until long after. This came to mind for me recently, when I had the
pleasure to meet and get to know Bill Thomas, who played an important role in
the early Peace Corps program in Jordan from 2005-2008. His Peace Corps
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experiences, and support for Peace Corps Jordan specifically, have had a
strong and transformative influence on his and his family’s later journey.

Looking back on where it all began, Bill recalls that he happened to see
someone speak on campus at UVA where he was an undergrad about the
Peace Corps. Growing up in Richmond, Virginia, he partially credits the foreign
exchange students who stayed with them from Switzerland and Sweden with
initially piquing his interest in service and living overseas. 

Although it did not seem profound at the time, the recruiter (an RPCV himself)
connected to Bill by sharing stories about the opportunity to do something
adventurous and good, while also learning a language. Bill would be graduating
soon after and he did not yet have a clear vision for his career, but this intrigued
him and seemed as good a plan as any for his next step.

He decided to apply, but remembers how nervous he was to tell his dad about
his plans. He was wonderfully surprised that his dad was very supportive - even
more excited than Bill! Bill officially began his international life and career as a
Peace Corps Volunteer in Niger in 1983-1986, with the intent to use his science
/ pre-med background to support work there as a fisheries volunteer. As many
of us know, he was able to assist his colleagues, but felt he learned much more
about life from the local people of Niger.

After completing his Peace Corps service, Bill returned to the US, completed an
MBA and worked in marketing for ten years. He had married his wife Leslie and
they had two young children when they discussed finding a way to ‘take a
sabbatical’ as a way to do something different and more exciting with their
careers and young family. His wife had traveled some but had not had an
opportunity to live overseas. Bill saw an opportunity to use his business skills
as an Admin Officer for the Peace Corps in Jordan. He didn’t know much of
anything about Jordan or the Middle East and certainly didn’t know any Arabic,
but when he looked into it more closely, he found that Amman had safe, good
schools available for his kids and a vibrant expat community - all things that
were important to him. His role was administrative - accounting, payroll,
security, etc. Although he did not formally direct the volunteers’ activities, he did
make sure they had what they needed to live at least somewhat comfortably in-
country. He also helped volunteers deal with the Peace Corps bureaucracy and
PCVs wandered in and out of his office regularly during his time in this role from
2005-2008 (beginning around J5.) He initially worked with PTO Lisa Lind,
reporting to Darcy Neill, the Country Director. He also worked with PTO Tom
Gerhardt and Country Director Alex Boston. Bill still talks regularly with Tom
and Darcy, and his son is still close friends with Alex’s son. Lisa has been a
great career support along the way as well.

Bill also fondly recalls many of the Jordanian staff like Samir, Rania, Rifat, and
Sultan. Bill stays in touch with Samir (who has moved to Florida) and worked
with Rania who later became a senior finance manager at USAID. This staff all
came on after the Peace Corps Jordan program had been evacuated after 9/11
and had already returned for a year or two. Security was always top of mind
when Bill lived there, but he also felt that Jordan was a relatively safe place. Bill
enjoys telling his US friends that he was far safer walking the streets in Amman
than in Charlotte where he now lives. This was his only PC staff assignment,



though he stayed on in Jordan for almost 10 years working for USAID and its
contractors. His wife ended up working for UNRWA and becoming a senior
manager there. Bill likes to joke that the 2-year sabbatical with the Peace Corps
ended up lasting over 15 years of working overseas - only truly “ending” when
he retired in 2023.

Bill truly enjoyed exploring the country during his time there (Petra, Wadi Rum,
Dana, and more) and loved learning about the country, culture, and people from
these adventures. He once hiked from Dana to Petra and says it was the most
beautiful hike he has ever done. Although he didn’t learn much more than
simple ‘market’ Arabic, he misses Jordan and it still feels like home to him. In
such a small country, he cherishes the friends he made there.

After completing their education through twelfth grade overseas, both of his
kids attended university in the US, studied engineering, and one currently
serves in the Navy while the other is doing an internship in Copenhagen. Both
have the ‘foreign bug’ and are happier being outside the US. Bill is proud of
them and excited to see where they will go and what they will do next!

Bill retired recently and returned to the US, and is based now in Charlotte, near
where his wife grew up.

We laughed as we talked, realizing that Bill started our conversation saying that
he had no real connection to the international community when he set out with
his wife and young kids for that first professional role with the Peace Corps two
decades ago and ultimately the life they created for their family was one based
overseas.



Save the Date!
FOJ Annual Meeting

Sunday, March 23, 2024 @ 2pm ET
Zoom link to be provided

Contact us to RSVP or with any questions: president@friendsofjordan.org

How Recent Executive Orders Impact Our
Community and the Peace Corps

Find out more and see how you can get involved here:

https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/how-recent-executive-orders-impact-our-
community-the-peace-corps/

2025 Peace Corps Connect
(in-person)

American University 

July 18-21, 2025
How to Register? Visit peacecorpsconnect.org/pcc2025 to secure your spot.

Our FOJ Website has 'Moved'
The National Peace Corps Association has migrated our website to a new
platform. We worked together with the NPCA to ensure the smoothest possible



transition, but if you see something on the website that doesn't look quite right,
please reach out and let us know!

Email communications@friendsofjordan.org.

2025 Officer Nominations
It is time for our annual call for Officers for Friends of Jordan. Terms begin this
month for one year.

Officer positions include President, Vice President, Treasurer, Program
Coordinator, Secretary, Membership Coordinator, Communications
Officer, and Fundraising Coordinator. Officer position descriptions can be
found here https://www.friendsofjordan.org/cpages/who-we-are .

Our current officers are returning for another term, and we are open to training
new officers into positions we’ve held. Each requires only a few hours a month
at most. We have a great group, but we could do even more with more people
involved. Please consider joining us and enabling Friends of Jordan to reach
further!

To express interest or learn more, please email secretary@friendsofjordan.org

-Karina O'Meara, Ken Finley, Rose Kyprianou, and Allison Freedman

News from Jordan
Queen Rania’s Daughter Princess Iman Welcomes First Baby
https://people.com/queen-rania-daughter-princess-iman-welcomes-first-baby-
with-husband-photos-11680786

"Best Cultural and Heritage Tourism Destination" award at the OTM
Excellence Awards 
https://www.jordannews.jo/Section-114/All/Jordan-wins-Best-Cultural-and-
Heritage-Tourism-Destination-award-39231



Coming Soon
Member Stories! Looking for all of your ideas and stories!

Email us at communications@friendsofjordan.org
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